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NOTICE OF EVICTION 

Pursuant to the general code of computer usability 892.64(a) 
on this day it Is hereby declared that: 

SPYi^Al ^ ak.a. 

M^A&g a.k.a. 

MALlVAg^ , herein referred to as: C0MPUT£g. TUR£A_T S 

must vacate ^ ¥ COMPUTER immediately due to unfair nuisance 

to the owner of the property. Reasons for eviction include, but are not limited to: 

CRASHES , S.LOWDOWHS. 

LOSSOP:rNT£Rr4£T and ERgAcU OP PR^l/Acy . 



If the aforementioned party refuses to vacate immediately, the services of 

SPYU/ARg DOCTOR* shall be retained to forcibly remove 

— COM PUTER THREATS from the previously declared property 
I MY COMPUTER ). 




Signed, 
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y~ ^hnbhlfann 
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| Spy ware Doctor 



Spyware Doctor's powerful scanning engine removes spyware, adware, and 
malware from your computer- and it's real-time OnGuard™ protection will 
keep them out. 

Turn to Spyware Doctor - multi award-winning spyware protection - available 
at leading retailers and online at www.pctools.com 
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There's always something new and interesting happening in 
the world of consumer electronics. You'll hear about it all in 
First Glimpse's Open section. 
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Lifestyle Close-Up: 

2007 Holiday Gift Guide 

It's that time again: The holidays are here, and we're going to 
help you out with our annual Holiday Gift Guide. This time, 
we're doing something a little different by incorporating the 
feature package throughout the issue. You'll find each of the 
articles at the beginning of their relative sections, making it 
quick and easy to find that perfect plasma HDTV or MP3 
player for those hard-to-buy-for friends and family members. 
Happy holidays — and happy shopping! 



On Our Cover: 

Featured on our cover this month is the 
Olympus Stylus 790 SW. 



Home Theater 

Everyone wants a sleek, stylish HDTV to accent his or her 
home, but many folks just don't know where to start when it 
comes to actually buying one. Whether you're looking for a 
glossary of terms, shopping tips, or must-have accessories, 
check out Home Theater for quick tips on making your hi-def 
experience the best it can be. 

Holiday Gifts For The Home Theater Lover 

'Tis The Season To Be Generous 

ZO The Complete Package 

Amplify Your HDTV Experience 

tO Beyond Games 

Console Gaming Systems 

Take The Home Theater To A New Level 

ZX> Share The Fun 

Building A Home-Entertainment Network 

*$U Home Theater Shopping Tips 

Buying Media Room Furniture 

31 HDTVs 

5 Must-Have Accessories 

32 Buying An HDTV 

Top 5 Things To Know 

33 Plasma & LCD TVs 

What's The Difference? 

34 HDTV Glossary 

HDTV Comparison Charts 

Technology; LCD; Plasma; Microdisplay 
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INTRODUCING THE SOLO. 
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The Slingbox lets you watch and control your living room TV, live through the Internet, on your laptop or cell 

phone. Experience incredible video quality with NO MONTHLY FEES. Visit sIingbox.com to learn more. / SIlHClOOXr 



Digital Imaging 



Digital cameras and camcorders are changing the way we 
record the moments of our lives, from quick snapshots of fa- 
vorite vacation spots to priceless video clips of first steps and 
other important milestones. Get to know your new digicam or 
camcorder and learn what to do with your photos and video 
once you have them in our Digital Imaging section. 

42 Holiday Gifts For The Digital Imaging Lover 

Give The Hottest Cameras, Camcorders & Accessories 

40 Digital Camcorder Kits 

The Accessories You'll Need 

46 Digital Imaging Shopping Tips 

Buy A Digital Camcorder 

4/ Digital Cameras 

5 Must-Have Accessories 

4o Digital Cameras 

Top 5 Things To Know 

4z Digital Camera Glossary 

Digital Imaging Comparison Charts 

Digital Cameras; Digital Camcorders; Photo 
Printers 



Computers 



Whether you love 'em or hate 'em, almost everyone uses a 
computer sometime during his or her day, and even if you 
don't, chances are your spouse or kids do. In this section, you 
can familiarize yourself even more with this ubiquitous CE de- 
vice, and we'll also lighten things up a bit with monthly com- 
parisons of the hottest notebook computers and home 
printers. 

Holiday Gifts For The Computer Lover 

Whether It's A PC Or Notebook, Make Their 
Experience Better Than Ever 

Computer Shopping Tips 

A Laptop Computer 

60 Leave It To The PC Pros 

Best Buy's Geek Squad Can Get It Done 

Notebooks 

5 Must-Have Accessories 




Computers 

Top 5 Things To Know 

Glossary Of Computing Terms 
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Computer Comparison Charts 

Notebooks; Desktop Bundles 



Wireless 

We're willing to bet that you can't part with your cell phone 
or iPod — or both! In this section, we'll tell you everything you 
need to know about mobile phones and their service plans, 
and we also cover MP3 players and the cool accessories that 
go with them. If you love the feeling of freedom you get with 
no wires or cords, this section is for you. 

68 Holiday Gifts For The Wireless Lover 

The Ones They'll Remember This Year 

/ I iPods, Explained 

Meet The New Family Of iPods 

/ Z* Wireless Shopping Tips 

Music Service Plans For Your MP3 Player 

73 MP3 Players 

5 Must-Have Accessories 




74 MP3 Players 

Top 5 Things To Know 

75 MP3 Player Glossary 
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Wireless Comparison Charts 

AAP3 Players; GPS Devices 



CE Lite 

Most CE devices are all about fun. Check out each month's 
Exit page for cool gift ideas for loved ones— and for your- 
self. 
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Katie Sommer 
Editor, First Glimpse 



Editor's Note 

Boy, am I glad to be back. 

Maternity leave was wonderful; mommyhood is a joy. But there 
are few things in life I enjoy more than putting together our an- 
nual holiday gift guide. And can you blame me? The combination 
of oodles of fun CE devices and the warm fuzzies inherent in the 
holiday season gets me every time. 

I came back just in time to be a part of 2007's, and this year, it's 

especially fantastic. We have articles at the beginning of each of 

our four sections: Home Theater, Digital Imaging, Computers, 

and Wireless. In each of these articles, you'll read about the 

hottest products on shelves this season, and you'll also find out what we recommend for 

those ubiquitous hard-to-buy-for folks in our lives. 

Also, be sure to check out each section's Accessory pages for gift ideas that you might not 
otherwise think of; after all, HDTV is nothing without HDMI cables, and an extra memory 
card is always welcomed by a digital camera enthusiast. And this month's Exit page has a slew 
of gift ideas for kids based on age. In this issue, there's truly something for everyone. 

And speaking of gift ideas, now that I have a little kiddo, I am looking for an extra-durable 
camera that will survive being jostled in a diaper bag and, in a couple of years, trips to the 
beach or a mammoth snowman-making session. I've got my own eye on the Olympus Stylus 
790 SW, the camera on this month's cover 

Katie Sommer 
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First Glimpse Special Product Section 



This special product section is produced in partnership with leading consumer electronics manufacturers 

and allows us to provide readers with the most timely product information possible. 

Browse through these First Glimpse pages to learn about the latest hot products. 
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Slingbox SOLO 

MSRP: $179.99 
www.slingmedia.com 
Available at select Best Buy 1 ' 



stores and www.bestbuy.com 





Hit The Road With High Def 



The Slingbox SOLO allows you to watch and control your fa- 
vorite TV source — including your HD content — from any- 
where in the world on your laptop or cell phone. Now you can 
watch your DVR, digital cable, satellite receiver, or DVD player 
wherever you see fit. With the Slingbox SOLO, you can watch 
your favorite TV shows and sporting events from anywhere. 

Features include: 

• HD compatibility. Connects to one of your high-definition 
devices. 

• Single input. Connects one standard-definition device such 
as your DVR, digital cable set-top box, or satellite receiver. 



Renown SlingPlayer. SlingPlayer software works hand-in- 
hand with the hardware inside the Slingbox to bring your 
entire living room TV viewing experience to your laptop, 
desktop, or mobile device. 

No monthly fees. Watch and control your TV and its pro- 
gramming on your compatible cell phone, PDA, laptop, or 
desktop with no monthly subscription fee. 



sling 

MEDIA *B(F 
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Klipsch Quintet ™ SL 
Home Theater System 

MSRP: $1,449 (as shown) 
www.klipsch.com 
Available at select Best Buy™ 
stores and www.bestbuy.com 




Thrill Your Soul 



A perfect match for flat-panel TVs, Klipsch's new 5-channel 
Quintet SL surround-sound package is built for passion, ex- 
citement, and intrigue. By applying the same cutting-edge 
technology as the company's professional cinema products, 
this system lets you experience everything your music and 
movies have to offer. So, don't let its flat and fabulous design 
fool you. A sheer brute strength lies hidden within the Quin- 
tet's elegant cabinets, and it's called the Tractrix® Horn. This 
exclusive technology reproduces a more genuine, lifelike 
sound and ensures every whisper of dialogue or wailing 
chorus is heard cleanly and accurately. And if it's more low- 
frequency power you crave, the company's optional Sub-12 
subwoofer gets the hard-hitting job done. No one gets you 
closer to reality than Klipsch, no one. 



Features include: 

Three left/center/right speakers and two surround satellites 
Horn-loaded technology delivers lifelike performances 
High-output woofers deliver room-filling bass 
Highly efficient so it produces more output using less energy 
Clean, modern design fits any living environment 
Great for wall mounting or placement on a shelf 
5-channel Quintet SL package retails for $950 
Recommended Sub-12 subwoofer sold separately for $499 



lUipsch 



8 December 2007 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



FirstQIimpse 



Special Product Section 



Altec Lansing inMotion iM600 

MSRP: $149.95 

www.alteclansing.com 

Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com 




Fold Up & Go With Your iPod 



Unleash your iPod's music anywhere you go with the Altec 
Lansing iM600 portable sound system. The iM600 was pur- 
posefully engineered to offer the broadest feature set and de- 
liver the highest audio performance in its portable speaker 
class. Its 17 watts of power and custom-built, dual 2-inch 
neodymium drivers throw out some serious sound with the 
crystal-clear quality that Altec Lansing fans have come to ex- 
pect. At the touch of a button, SFX Sound Field Expander 
technology enhances the stereo listening experience by 
widening the sound field. The FM tuner provides a music 
selection beyond the iPod, and an onboard rechargeable 
lithium-ion battery gives over five hours of unplugged lis- 
tening. When plugged in, the iM600 recharges itself and the 
iPod. This impressive package of features and sound is ultra- 
portable, folding to the flat size of a small book. 



Features include: 

17 watts deliver powerful, crystal-clear sound 
Rechargeable lithium-ion battery provides more than five 
hours of continuous play 

SFX technology for a more immersive sound experience 
Superior bass enhancement negates the need for a sub- 
woofer 

Music enables the iPod alarm clock and sleep timer func- 
tions 
Compatible with all dockable iPod models 



^ 



Altec Lansing 
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Olympus FE-280 

MSRP: $199.99 

www.olympusamerica.com 

Available at select Best Buy™ stores and www.bestbuy.com H 





The New Face Of Slim Sophistication 



The Olympus FE-280 is a point-and-shoot compact camera 
ideal for users of all ages looking for an ultra-slim, ultra-light 
model that offers easy-to-use features and amazing image 
quality at an affordable price. It also makes a great gift. 

The FE-280 is the slimmest, most feature-rich point-and- 
shoot in today's sub-$200 arena. With ultra-competitive specs, 
hot new technologies (including Face Detection), and the 
ability to shoot underwater with the optional underwater 
housing, the FE-280 is an excellent value. It is ultra-slim (0.65 
inches thick), yes, and it's also light: The body is stainless steel, 
making it easy to carry and comfortable to hold. It fits practi- 
cally anywhere, so you can capture memories wherever you go. 

Features include: 

• Super-slim, all-metal body. An amazingly slim, stainless steel 
camera that's slightly over 0.5 inches thick. Fits practically 
anywhere so you can capture memories wherever you go. 



Face detection. Tracks faces within the frame and automati- 
cally focuses and optimizes exposure for sharp, brilliant por- 
trait pictures. 

Digital Image Stabilization. With high ISO sensitivity and 
fast shutter speeds, you can freeze the action to capture 
sharp, blur-free pictures if you or your subject is moving. 
21 shooting modes, including Movie With Sound. Preset 
shooting modes optimize the camera's settings for any 
shooting situation to ensure you capture a great shot. Also, 
capture TV-quality movies with sound. 
Available in three colors. You can buy the Olympus FE-280 
in three stylish colors: silver, black, and blue (black and blue 
are available online only). 



OLYMPUS 
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Olympus Stylus 770 SW 

MSRP: $379.99 
www.olympusamerica.com 
Available at select Best Buy 1 ' 



stores and www.bestbuy.com 





Proof Positive 



Shockproof. Waterproof. Freezeproof. Crushproof. Proof posi- 
tive that the Olympus Stylus 770SW is the world's most dur- 
able digital camera. 

You can drop it (from 5 feet), dunk it (to 33 feet), freeze it 
(to 14 degrees Farenheit), or even try to crush it (up to 220 
pounds), and it will still take amazing photos. But the 770 SW 
isn't all brawn and no brains. It features a bright, 2.5-inch 
Hypercrystal LCD so you can easily compose, view, and share 
your images underwater or in direct sunlight. Digital Image 
Stabilization creates sharp, blur-free pictures, even if your sub- 
ject is moving. And the 27 shooting modes, including movie 
with sound, allow you to master any shooting situation. 

Features include: 

• Manometer. The Stylus 770SW features a built-in 
manometer that measures air and water pressure to 
calculate the altitude and depth of your photos. 



Digital Image Stabilization. Freeze the action. With high ISO 
sensitivity and faster shutter speeds, you can capture sharp, 
blur-free images, even if you or your subject is moving. 
Bright Capture Technology. Keep it bright even in low light. 
Bright Capture allows you to clearly preview your shot on 
the LCD, even if you're shooting in low light. 
7.1MP resolution. The Stylus 770SW's high-resolution CCD 
delivers superior image quality for larger prints without sac- 
rificing detail. 

3X optical zoom. The precision-crafted Olympus lens 
delivers sharper, clearer images and brings you closer to 
the action. 



OLYMPUS 
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Olympus Stylus 820 

MSRP: $249.99 

www.olympusamerica.com 

Available at select Best Buy™ stores 

and www.bestbuy.com 





Effortless Photo Perfection 



Capture life's special moments with the Olympus Stylus 820, 
a premium, compact digicam that is packed with advanced 
technology. The Stylus 820 will bring you closer to the action 
with its 5X optical zoom lens. With its digital image stabiliza- 
tion and face detection features, you will be sure to capture 
the perfect picture. Also included is In-Camera Panorama, 
a technology that will snap three photos as you slowly pan 
across a scene, and then stitch the shots together for a pano- 
ramic-size photo. Furthermore, you'll be able to compose per- 
fect pictures with the Stylus 820's large, 2.7-inch HyperCrystal 
LCD with antiglare. The Stylus 820 doesn't sell short on design, 
either. Its durable, all-weather body will keep your digicam 
protected from the elements. All this in a stylish package: You 
can buy the Stylus 820 in silver, black, and red. Navy model is 
exclusively sold at Best Buy. 

Features include: 

• An 8MP, compact camera with 5X optical zoom 

• A 2.7-inch HyperCrystal LCD with antiglare technology 



Digital image stabilization that utilizes high-ISO sensitivity 

and faster shutter speeds 

Face detection technology that will automatically focus and 

sharpen portrait photos 

An all-weather design that will protect you from splashes, 

sprays, and other elements 

Rechargeable Li-Ion battery and charger 

Included USB and A/V cables 



OLYMPUS 
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Olympus Evolt E-510 D-SLR 

Two Lens Kit with 14-42mm (28-84mm equivalent) 

and 40-1 50mm (80-300mm equivalent) lenses 

MSRP: $999.99 

www.olympusamerica.com 

Available at select Best Buy™ stores 

and www.bestbuy.com 





* DIGITAL 



Q *n>a*eft-~ • 



Take Your Photos To Another Level 



Olympus' Evolt E-510 Digital SLR lets you shoot better photos 
through leading-edge imaging technology, and it's packaged in 
an easy-to-use, affordable D-SLR. Designed to keep images sharp 
when the camera is moving, the E-510's in-body image stabiliza- 
tion technology offers two modes to counter camera shake in 
everyday or high-action settings. And, unlike most D-SLRs, the 
image stabilization technology is built into the body of the 
E-510, making any lens stabilized. As an alternative to the tradi- 
tional optical viewfinder, the E-510 features an oversized, 2.5- 
inch Live View LCD. This lets you view photo subjects live and 
compose shots in difficult situations, such as high and low an- 
gles, as well as adjust white balance and exposure like a pro. As a 
part of the Four Thirds System, an open standard that facilitates 
the optimization of size, performance, and extendibility of digital 
cameras and lenses, the E-510 is a versatile, cutting-edge D-SLR 
you can use for years to come. 

Features include: 

• 100% digital, 14-42mm and 40-1 50mm zoom lenses 

• In-body, dual-mode image stabilization helps eliminate 
camera shake with any Olympus digital lens 



A 10MP Live-MOS Imager and TruePic III Image Processor 
gives you stunning detail and color 
Live View for composing, previewing, and viewing images 
18 easy-to-use scene modes make you an instant photog- 
raphy expert 

Dust reduction, which eliminates dust from the image 
sensor for spotless photos 

High-resolution, 2.5-inch Live View LCD with antiglare and 
176-degree viewing angle 

Compatibility with Compact Flash Type l/ll, Microdrive, 
and xD Picture Card 



OLYMPUS 



FirstGlimpse / December 2007 13 



FirstQIimpse 



Special Product Section 



&**gf. ffi^Tools Software 

Up *'-'■' ^ ^V- Ewemial tools for vourPf 



PC Tools Spyware Doctor 

MSRP: $29.95 

www.pctools.com/spyware-doctor 

Available at select Best Buy™ stores 

and www.bestbuy.com 





Award-Winning Spyware Protection At A Great Price 



Spyware can pose a serious risk to your PC as well as your 
privacy, so it's wise to invest in antispyware protection. 
Spyware Doctor uses state-of-the-art spyware and adware 
detection and blocking technology to ensure that your PC is 
safe. With Spyware Doctor's system scans, you can detect 
and remove the most advanced threats before they can 
damage your PC. Spyware Doctor features intelligent auto- 
matic protection, which makes the software simple for 
anyone to use, and it's offered at an affordable price. 



Features include: 

Detects, removes, and blocks spyware and adware threats 
Recommended by experts globally 
Daily updates to ensure you are always protected 
Easiest to use with intelligent automatic protection 
FREE customer support for all users 



<S» 



Tools Software 

Essential tools for your PC 
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IOGEAR Wireless USB Hub 8c Adapter 

MSRP: $199.95 

www.iogear.com 

Available at select Best Buy™ stores 

and www.bestbuy.com 




Freedom To Roam 



Free yourself from USB cables and allow your PC to wirelessly 
communicate with USB-connected peripherals, such as printers, 
scanners, digicams, game controllers, flash drives, external hard 
drives, and more, with lOGEAR's USB-IF certified Wireless USB 
Hub solution. This kit takes advantage of the Multiband OFDM 
UWB 1.0 specification, which is 10 times faster than a regular 
802.1 1 b network and avoids interference with other wireless de- 
vices such as mobile phones, Wi-Fi networks, and cordless home 
phones. It provides users with transmission speeds of up to 
480Mbps within a 30-foot range with convenient Plug-and-Play 
USB capabilities, low laptop power consumption, and backward 
compatibility with USB 1.1 and 2.0 standards. The multiple user 
switching process makes it simple to wirelessly stream audio, 
video, and other high-bandwidth data between various devices 
simply by selecting an assigned button. 

Features include: 

• Compatible with USB 1.1 and 2.0 devices and guarantees 
connectivity with all future Certified Wireless USB Products 



Multiple user switching process allows for fast sharing 

Utilizes the large UWB wireless spectrum, which improves 

speed and reduces wireless interference with other wireless 

devices 

Low laptop power consumption 

Eliminates desk clutter 

Wireless connectivity up to 30 feet from the hub 

Light, small unit at 1.1 pounds and 6.1x6.3x9.84 inches 

(HxWxD) 

Works with Windows XP/Vista 



frlOGEAfi 
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Have Camera 
Will Travel 



here are few 
digital cameras 
that you can 
truly carry with 
you throughout the 
year and not wor- 
ry about whether it 
will survive inclement 
weather conditions, 
an accidental drop, or 
dusty or sandy locales. 
However, the Olym- 
pus Stylus 790 SW 
($299.99) is one camera you can carry 
with you and feel quite confident that 
it will survive your adventures — and 
take brilliant photos to boot. 

Built Tough & 
Ready To Travel 

The cameras in Olympus' SW line are 
rugged and designed for use in extreme 
conditions. The Stylus 790 SW, with its 
7.1 MP and 3X optical zoom, is the latest 
camera in this unique, well-built line of 
digital cameras, and the features and per- 
formance once again don't disappoint. 

Holiday vacation. First, feel free to use 
the camera outdoors this winter, no 
matter the conditions, because it can 
withstand freezing temperatures as low 
as 14 degrees Fahrenheit (while being 
fully supported under warranty, too). 
It's also water-resistant, making this 
camera a perfect choice for taking along 



to this year's family ski trip to Vermont: 
You can use it in action no matter the 
quality of the snow on the slopes. 

If a warm, sunny vacation getaway is 
more your thing, you're in luck: The 790 
SW is also waterproof. Tuck it into your 
beach tote and snap some gorgeous 
shots of underwater wildlife or capture 
candid photos of your kids being goofy in 
their goggles and flippers underwater. 
The camera's rubber gaskets and O-rings 
seal the camera so that water cannot seep 
inside and damage the internal circuitry. 
Olympus guarantees the product for use 
in depths as low as 10 feet underwater. 

Other great features. We all know how 
tough it is to see photos on your cam- 
era's LCD in bright light, but the Stylus 
790 SW has a large, 2.5-inch HyperCrystal 
LCD that has an antiglare coating to 
make images much clearer in your vaca- 
tion conditions — or any others you can 
throw its way. Olympus has also ensured 
that the LCD has a 176-degree viewing 
angle so that you can see what's on the 
LCD, even if it's not directly in your line 
of sight. 

There is more to designing a camera for 
use in the elements than just making it 
waterproof. If you've ever gotten a drop 
of rain or a snowflake on your camera's 
lens, you know how quickly that little 
bit of moisture can destroy an otherwise 
stellar shot by leaving a giant water spot 
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on your image. Olympus aims to re- 
move this problem from its SW line of 
cameras by coating the lens with a spe- 
cial water-repellant finish. Any water 
droplets that fall on the camera should 
glide right off the surface of the lens, 
protecting the quality of your pho- 
tographs, even on a rainy or snowy day. 

It's Murphy's Law that accidents happen 
at the most inopportune times, like 
when you're trying to get that perfect 
shot of your son playing basketball, and 
you drop the camera on the court's 
hardwood floor. Don't worry, though; 
the Stylus 790 SW's shock-absorbing 
construction protects it at up to 5 feet. 

More Than Just A 
Rugged Camera 

Although it's obvious that the Stylus 
790 SW's tough nature and ability to 



Guide Mode 

Most digital cameras require that 
you spend considerable time with 
the manual and even more time prac- 
ticing with the camera before you learn 
which modes to use to get certain types 
of photos. The Olympus Stylus 790 
SW, however, can walk you through 
the steps you need to take to get just 
the right photo. The camera's mode 
dial has a Guide mode that helps you 
choose the right settings for various 
types of shooting conditions. When 
the camera is in Guide mode, you'll 
see a list of several types of photos you 
might want to take. For example, you'll 
see Brightening Subject, Set Particular 
Lighting, Shooting Into Backlight, and 
Blurring Background, among many 
others. Just use the camera's controls 
to select the option that best describes 
the type of photo you want to take. 
The camera's LCD will show you what 
is necessary to take the type of photo 
you requested, and the camera will au- 
tomatically activate the proper settings 
to capture the photo. 
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withstand extreme conditions are great, 
this camera has much more to offer 
than just a sturdy build. Olympus has 
also added many advanced photo- 
taking features that will enhance your 
photography experience. 



For example, the Stylus 790 SW has 
built-in Face Detection Technology, 
which automatically recognizes faces 
and properly focuses and exposes those 
areas of the image. The Face Detec- 
tion Technology includes both Face 



Detection AF (auto focus) and Face De- 
tection AE (auto exposure). Face Detec- 
tion tracks faces continuously, so you 
can ensure you'll get beautiful, frame- 
worthy portraits of even antsy kids and 
wiggly babies. 

The Stylus 790 SW also incorporates 
Shadow Adjustment Technology, which 
makes it easier to take great photos in 
less-than-ideal conditions. You've prob- 
ably seen (and maybe even taken) 
photos in which the bright areas were 
"blown out" (failing to capture image 
detail because the area was too bright) 
or too dark, which can ruin an other- 
wise perfect shot. For example, you 
might take a photo of friends in a 
dark room, but the light from a win- 
dow is blindingly bright, which disrupts 
the lighting of the entire scene. The 
Shadow Adjustment Technology fea- 
ture can ensure that your friends' faces 
are not obscured by shadows and that 
the sun in the window is not so bright 
that it ruins the photo. 

The Camera That 
Suits Your Style 

The Stylus 790 SW's features are incred- 
ible and powerful, yes, but the design is 
equally impressive. Although the 790 
SW is indeed rugged, it's anything but 
bulky — it is less than 1 inch thick, and it 
weighs only 4.8 ounces (without bat- 
tery), making it easy to slip into your 
pocket or purse. We also love how this 
camera feels in our hands, with its gen- 
tle curves and sleek aluminum exterior. 
Perhaps the most fun part of the 790 
SW, though, is the color selection: 
choose from orange, blue, lime, black, 
and silver. 

There are few things in life that are the 
perfect balance of form and function, 
but the Stylus 790 SW is one of them, 
making it the perfect investment for 
just about anyone looking for a new 
digital camera. \H 
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Duracell Offers Precharged 
Rechargeable Batteries 

The one thing parents don't want to be stuck without 
during the holidays is an ample supply of batteries. 
After ripping through mounds of presents, the young- 
sters are always eager to try everything out. Woe to the 
mom or dad who forgot to stock up— or even worse- 
stocked up but forgot to charge up. Duracell's recent 
introduction of precharged rechargeable batteries aims 
to take the work out of powering up. 

The battery giant's rechargeable batteries are NiMH 
(nickel-metal hydride) cells that come charged and 
ready to use right out of the package. They will retain 
power for up to a year when not in use. The Precharged 
Rechargeable batteries became available nationwide in 
September at $12.99 for a four-pack. 



Kids & Gaming 

If you're wondering what to get a child between the ages of two 
and 17 this holiday season, it appears you can't go wrong with PC 
or console (Xbox 360, Wii, or PlayStation 3) games. According to 
an NPD Group study released in October, PCs are the system of 
choice for gamers between six and 17 years of age, but once kids 
start playing, they move pretty easily among the various systems. 

Most children under six who play are playing free games on- 
line, with adult supervision and interaction. By age eight, most 
kids who like gaming have started playing console games. 

Around age 10, kids start playing games on portable devices, 
such as Nintendo DS and PlayStation Portable, and they also 
begin playing games on cell phones. About half of all gamer kids 
play five hours per week or less, which is considered light use. 
Nearly as many kids play about six hours, which is moderate, and 
a small percentage of kids plays six to 16 hours or more per week, 
which is considered heavy. 

Boys are more apt than girls to gravitate toward console 
games, and girls tend to play more games on PCs, online (free), 
and on cell phones than boys. 
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Microsoft's New Zunes 



With the beginning of October came an entirely new Zune experience from 
Microsoft. The company unveiled three new models of the Zune portable 
media player: the 80GB hard drive model ($249.99) and 4GB ($149.99) and 8GB 
($199.99) flash-based models. All of the devices feature the new Zune Pad, 
which is a touch-sensitive navigation button. Other new features include wire- 
less sync, extended wireless sharing, and the ability to record television content. 

In addition to the new music players, Microsoft launched Zune Social 
(www.zune.net/en-US/social), a beta social site where people can share music 
preferences and information. Zune Social members can create a free Zune Card, 
which contains information about the music they are currently listening to on 
their Zune and their favorite songs. Users can also sample the music from other 
members' Zune cards, post comments, and send song links and messages. 
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TiVo Adds Rhapsody To Its Playlist 



TiVo (www.tivo.com) is moving beyond the confines of 
your television to help pipe music into your home, too. 
The company signed a deal with RealNetworks' Rhapsody 
music service, and for $13 a month, subscribers can access 
Rhapsody's digital music collection of 4 million tracks. 
With a broadband-connected TiVo box, they can down- 
load the music into their entertainment systems. 



TiVo has recently completed similar deals with Amazon 
and Yahoo! to provide access to movies and photos, re- 
spectively. The deal with RealNetworks puts music on 
users' TiVo boxes, but as the music is intended for home 
theaters, it's not licensed for use on portable music players 
or other devices, such as PCs. 
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CEA Projects Profitable 
Holiday Season For Retailers 

The CEA (Consumer Electronics Association) announced its 14th Annual CE 
Holiday Purchase Patterns study in October. The study found that consumer 
electronics will account for 22% of all gifts given this holiday season. Consum- 
ers are expected to spend $22.1 billion on holiday CE gifts this year, almost 
half of the predicted $48.1 billion in total fourth-quarter sales. 

While consumers are expected to cut back on certain things this season, such 
as decorations and travel, they will splurge on gifts. It's expected that the average 
consumer electronics gift giver will spend $358 on electronics this year. 



Top 5 CE Wish List For Adults 


Top 5 CE Wish List For Teens 


MP3 players 


MP3 players 


Notebooks 


Digital cameras 


Video game systems 


Notebooks 


Digital camera 


Computers of any type 


Any type of television 


Any type of television 



Hobbyists Head Online 

Once confined to craft stores, woodworking shops, and libraries, hobbyists are 
using the Internet as they pursue their favorite pastimes. A recent telephone 
survey conducted by the Pew Internet & American Life Project found that 83% 
of online Americans have used the Internet to get information about their 
hobbies, with 29% of those respondents doing so on a typical day. The survey 
revealed that looking online for information is among the most popular online 
activities, right up there with shopping, pleasure surfing, and getting the news. 

Some hobbyists, such as genealogists, use the Internet as an information- 
finding tool. For others, such as online gamers, the Internet is the source of the 
hobby. The number of online hobbyists has increased significantly in the last 
two years. The chart shows that both the overall number of American hobby- 
ists online and the number of hobbyists online in a typical day have increased. 



Using the Internet for hobbies 
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tidbits 




53% of Americans 
will own a digital 
television by the 

end of 2007. 

Source: Consumer Electronics 
Association 



Palm sold 689,000 
smartphone units in 
the first quarter of 
fiscal year 2008, 
a year-over-year 
increase of 21%. 




Source: Palm 




n^^j Between Jan. 1 
-m 9 and June 30, 

2007, Symantec 
security software 

reported 212,101 
new malicious code threats, a 
1 85% increase over the second 
half of 2006. 

Source: Symantec's Internet 
Security Threat Report 



In a joint venture, 
JVC and Kenwood 
have announced 
plans to increase 
their total sales of car 
navigation systems to 1 million 
units per year, an increase of 
700,000 to 800,000 units per year. 

Source: Twice 

By the end of 2007, 
K* — .1 more than 36 million 
£D ^Y U.S. households will 
Ssr- J have an HDTV, and 
69 million households 
will have HDTV by 2012. 

Source: Forrester Research 



In its first month on 

the market, Halo 3, 

a exclusive title for 

the Xbox 360, sold 3.3 ^^ 

million copies. 

Source: NPD Croup 
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Holiday Gifts For The 

Home-Theater 
Lover 



Us The Season To Be Generous 



Y 



ou don't have to spend a ton on a present to a home-theater buff — just give her a gift certificate for a movie or two. But if 
you have a whole family or group of co-workers willing to go in on a gift for someone, you can really make someone's holiday 
season unforgettable. by Marty Sems 




When the newlyweds aren't spending 
hours gazing into each other's eyes, they'll 
be gazing at their new 42-inch HDTV. The 
Westinghouse TX-42F430S ($1,199.99; 
www.westinghousedigital.com) offers 
amazing 1080p picture quality at a price 
either side of the aisle can collectively 
afford. This LCD has a generous four 
HDMI inputs for TV, game consoles, 
and disc players. With all of these big- 
screen entertainment options for both 




Westinj 
19H2 



Westinghouse TX-42F430S 



the bride and the groom, 
there shouldn't be any of 
those "you're never home" 
arguments to spoil the do- 
mestic tranquility. 

Westinghouse has proud 
parents covered, too — espe- 
cially when it's time to send 
a student off to college. An 
addiction to "CSI" didn't hurt her grades 
in high school, so a compact HDTV will 
probably be a welcome study break 
rather than a distraction from all those 
"101" classes. The Westinghouse SK- 
19H210S LCD ($379.99) is a 19-inch 
model, so it won't be too big for a dorm 
room, and that's a very attractive price for 
an environment in which accidents can 
happen. The SK-19H210S even has an 
HDMI input for outstanding audio and 




ghouse SK- 
10S LCD 



video with a minimum of 
cables to trip over. 

Grandma loves to watch 
her morning shows right 
from her breakfast bar. 
Here's a forward-looking TV 
that won't waste much 
counter space. The Toshiba 
15DLV77 ($399.99; www 
.tacp.toshiba.com) pulls in both digital 
and analog TV channels and doubles as a 
DVD player. It even has StableSound 
volume leveling because nobody likes it 
when the commercials blast out louder 
than the show. 

Someone special is retiring, and he's let it 
be known that he's finally going to have 
time to sit down and watch the Ameri- 
can Film Institute's top 100 movies. An 
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ambitious project like this demands an 
ambitious gift, so it's fortunate that he 
has so many close friends, family mem- 
bers, and co-workers. For $2,699.99, they 
can give him a Sony KDS-60A3000 
(www.sonystyle.com) rear-projection 
HDTV with SXRD and BRAVIA EX 



imaging technology. This 60-inch mas- 
terpiece supports a 120Hz refresh rate 
and full 1080p resolution. It also has 
three HDMI inputs so he can catch the 
local news once in a while without 
having to swap cables. 




Sony KDS- 
60A3000 




Of course, an HDTV is just the begin- 
ning. Here are some accessory ideas to 
make someone's home theater a reality. 

If you're along for the ride when some- 
one buys herself an HDTV for the holi- 
days, why not make her a gift of a cable 
she'll need? Rocketfish's RF-G1111 
($64.99; www.rocketfishproducts.com) 
is a 4-foot HDMI cable that can provide 




Rocketfish's RF-G11 11 



great audio and video for today's high- 
def equipment. HDMI is the simplest 
way to get the best digital audio and 
video in a single cable. 

But what about the audio? Mom and 
Dad took the plunge and bought the 
family a cool new widescreen TV, but 
they totally spaced on the surround- 
sound system. They may be content 
with the modest stereo sound from the 
TV's speakers, but the kids know that 
the whole family will be blown away by 
an HTB (home theater in a box) such as 




the Panasonic SC-PT750 ($399.95; www 
.panasonic.com). This 1,000-watt, 5.1- 
channel sound system will bring movies 
and games to life. It's even ready for XM 
satellite radio and comes with a 5-disc 
upconverting DVD player. 

A friend is pressed for space in her 
apartment, so she's glad to see that her 
new HDTV is much thinner than her old 




tube set. You can help her turn 
that flatscreen's advantage 
into extra living space by help- 
ing her mount it on the wall. A 
VisionMount VMPL-50B wall 
mount from Sanus ($169.99; 
www.sanus.com) can support 
plasmas and LCDs with 30- to 
50-inch screens. And with 
proper mounting, it can hold 
up to 130 pounds. It's tiltable, 
too, so your friend can angle 
the TV upward or downward 
for maximum brightness. 



Wall mounts are nice, but a more tradi- 
tional TV stand can give someone a 
place to put his TiVo, DVD player, and 




Ink NT-C1 140 HDTV stand 



other electronics. Look to Init for its NT- 
C1140 HDTV stand ($214.99; www.best 
buy.com). This attractive steel stand has 
tempered glass shelves for additional 
components, and its TV shelf can hold a 
50-inch flatscreen with a rated capacity 
of 300 pounds. 



First Glimpse / December 2007 23 



home theater 




For some recipients, gift ideas just natu- 
rally seem to suggest themselves. 

She's a young professional, and she's 
just purchased the HDTV of her dreams. 
Of course, that means she probably 
won't be upgrading her current DVD 
collection to BD (Blu-ray Disc) or HD 
DVD while she's paying off her new TV. 
Pioneer's DV-400V-K ($119.99; www 
.pioneerelectronics.com) can fill the bill 
for a DVD player that costs much less 
than a blue-laser player. It can upcon- 
vert DVDs to high-def resolutions, so 
her old movies will look their best on 
that new big screen. There are Dolby 
Digital and DTS decoders built in, plus 
HDMI support. 

And then there's your brother, who's 
always hip to the latest TV shows. He 
loves his home-theater system, but 
with his new job, he's always on the 
road. Now he can take his high-def en- 
tertainment with him. Sling Media's 
new Slingbox SOLO ($179.99; us.sling 
media.com) will let him "sling" his 
cable, satellite, or DVR content from 
his home to his laptop anywhere 
there's reasonable Web access. And 
with SlingPlayer Mobile software, sold 




Slingbox SOLO 



separately for $29.99, he can even catch 
his sports, news, and movies on his 
smartphone or PDA. 

After all these years, your mom feels like 
the characters on her soap opera are 
old friends (and foes, of course). And 
until her VCR broke down, not even her 



full-time day job kept her from keeping 
up with the never-ending storylines. 
Now it's time to step up to an even 
better kind of recorder. The TiVo HD 
DVR ($299.99; www.tivo.com) can store 




TiVo HD DVR 



up to 20 hours of HD or 180 hours of 
regular TV on its big 160GB hard drive. 
It's 1080i-capable and can even record 
two shows at once while your mom 
watches the Friday cliffhangers on the 
same device. 

Who will win? Who cares! Your dad 
isn't going to let some silly format war 
prevent him from buying movies in BD 
and HD DVD. He wants a player that 




LG BH100 Super Blu player 



will play both high-def formats, not 
to mention his DVDs. He wants LG's 
BH100 Super Blu player ($1,049.95; 
us.lge.com). This 1080p/1080i/720p 
machine offers 5.1-channel surround 
sound with integrated Dolby Digital 
Plus, DTS-HD, and DTS decoders. 

And then there's the young man of the 
house, who has his own video collection 
on BD and DVD and on his own PC. He 
wants outstanding video processing for 
his discs and network-streaming capa- 
bility for his computer-based media. Oh, 
and being able to play the latest 1080p 
video games would be an enormous 
plus. Sony's PlayStation 3 60GB ($499.99; 
www.us.playstation.com) does all this 
and more. It supports HDMI, Wi-Fi, and 
Bluetooth connectivity and has motion- 
sensing wireless game controllers. It also 
plays CDs, old PlayStation 2 and Play- 
Station games, and content on flash 
memory cards. (See "Beyond Games" on 
page 26 for more information about the 
Sony PlayStation 3.) 

With home-theater gifts like these, the 
holidays can't help but be happy. • 
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The Complete 
Package 

Amplify Your HDTV Experience 



picture may be worth a 
thousand words, but it 
can't convey the whole 
story. That's especially 
true with home-theater 
systems. To get the most of your HDTV, 
you also need a source, sound, and solu- 
tions. There's really no way to get the 
home-theater experience without this 
complete package, so you need to care- 
fully consider — and budget for — these 
three things as you make your buying de- 
cisions. Don't stop at the HDTV! 



l 



Channel The Source 



The most feature-laden HDTV won't get 
you beyond standard definition if you 
don't have a source for HD programming. 
There are three sources from which to 
choose: over-the-air broadcasts, cable, or 
satellite. Because the latter two options 
involve monthly fees, be sure to consider 
this financial commitment carefully when 
you decide on your budget for an HDTV. 



More local TV stations are broadcasting 
in HD. With an HD-capable antenna, you 
can view HD programming free. However, 
your station choices will be limited. 

Cable HD programming involves a 
monthly subscription plus rental of a dig- 
ital set-top box or combination set- 
top/DVR device (around $10 a month; 
some companies will offer them for free). 
You can also watch HD programming 
with a satellite TV service. With satellite, 
you'll need a set-top box (available for 
purchase or rent) and a satellite (usually 
mounted on your house), and, like cable, 
you'll have to pay a monthly fee. 

^ Pump Up The Volume 

One way to experience the beauty of 
HD is by closing your eyes. Sound crazy? 
Not at all. HD broadcasts include dig- 
ital audio. Part of your HDTV budget 
should be devoted to purchasing a 
surround-sound system to make the 



most of it. You can buy an HTB (home 
theater in a box) that comes with 
everything you need, including the re- 
ceiver, cables, and speakers, or you can 
build your own system by assembling 
separate components. 

When it comes to prices, it really de- 
pends on your budget: You can pur- 
chase the Insignia NS-H2002 HTB for 
$109.99 (www.bestbuy.com), but assem- 
bling your own system could run in the 
thousands of dollars (visit the profes- 
sionals at a Best Buy Magnolia store for 
advice). Regardless of what system you 
choose, it's important to budget for it 
before you buy your HDTV. 

O The Final Pieces 

Even with a source and a sound system, 
your home theater isn't complete — you 
still need accessories. For instance, some 
HTBs include a DVD player but usually 
not a high-definition player. Add this ele- 
ment to your entertainment system with 
a Panasonic Blu-ray Disc player ($599.95; 
www2.panasonic.com) and a few BDs. 

And don't overlook the basics. To con- 
nect your HDTV to other components in 
the system, you'll need cables, such as the 
Rocketfish 8-foot HDMI cable ($79.99; 
www.bestbuy.com). Also, most folks who 
invest in a sleek flat-panel want to mount 
it on a wall; account for that expense, as 
well. You can adjust the tilting angle 
on the Sanus VisionMount VMLP50 
($169.99; www.sanus.com), which fits 
most 30- to 50-inch LCD and plasma TVs. 

Think PS3 

Although an HDTV is the central piece 
of your home-entertainment system, it's 
just the starting point. To truly enjoy 
the richness of your HD picture, care- 
fully plan and budget for the best 
source, sound, and solution. B3 

by Rachel Derowitsch 
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Beyond Games 

Console Gaming Systems 
Take The Home Theater To A New Level 




ince the first generation 
of gaming consoles hit 
the market in the early 
1970s, children have 
been clamoring for the 
latest gaming devices. Gaming consoles 
have come a long way since the 8-bit 




Nintendo Entertainment System we were 
awed by 20 years ago. Two popular con- 
soles on the market today, Microsoft's 
Xbox 360 (www.xbox.com) and Sony's 
PlayStation 3 (www.us.playstation.com), 
deliver not only top-notch gaming ex- 
periences that support HD but also 



amazing multimedia features. Here's how 
to integrate them into your home the- 
ater for uses beyond gaming. 13 

by Nate Hoppe 
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PlayStation 3 




Sony made its first splash in 
the console game world in 
the mid-'90s with PlayStation 
and again in 2000 with PS2. 
As expected, the third incar- 
nation of the console leaves 
its predecessors in the dust, 
with gorgeous, HD graphics 
and a super-fast processor. It 
carries a higher price tag than 
the Xbox 360, but you might 
find the features it brings to 
your home theater well 
worth the extra cost. 

Know your options. At press 
time, the PS3 is available in 
two configurations: 40GB 
($399.99) and 80GB ($499.99). 
In addition to extra storage 
space, the 80GB console 
comes with MotorStorm, a 
popular off-road racing game 
exclusive to the PS3. 



Witness Blu-ray Disc. An in- 
credibly attractive feature of 
the PS3 (and the driving force 
behind its price) is its inte- 
grated BD (Blu-ray Disc) 
player. If you're a movie buff 
who wants movies in HD, 
you might not need another 
reason to buy a PS3. BD is the 
exclusive format for Buena 
Vista (Disney), Fox, Lionsgate, 
MGM, and Sony Pictures film 
studios, and Warner Bros, 
supports the format. To enjoy 
the video quality of the PS3's 
BD player, pick up an HDMI 
cable to connect the console 
to your HDTV. 

Go online. The PS3 includes 
an Ethernet cable for a wired 
Internet connection, and 
both configurations can 
connect wirelessly to your 



802.1 1 b/g home network. 
With the PS3's SIXAXIS wire- 
less controller and the PS3's 
built-in Web browser, use the 
console to surf the Web and 
check out the online Play- 
Station Network. Or use a 
keyboard and mouse to navi- 
gate the Internet; take a look 
at the Logitech Cordless 
MediaBoard Pro for Play- 
Station 3 ($79.99; www.logi 
tech.com), which connects 
to the console wirelessly. 

Plug in and play your digital 
media. As with the Xbox 
360, you can use the PS3 to 
play DVDs and audio CDs, 
and you can also copy audio 
files to the PS3's hard drive. 
Pop your Memory Stick, SD, 
and CF memory cards into 
the console's card slots to 



download your stored video, 
image, and audio files to the 
hard drive for playback on 
your home-theater system. 
The PS3 sports four USB 2.0 
slots, which let you connect 
your digital camera, down- 
load photos, and print them 
out on a USB printer. And 
here's something cool: A re- 
cent firmware update to the 
PS3 lets you use the console 
to stream content from 
DLNA (Digital Living Net- 
work Alliance)-compatible 
DVRs and Windows XP/ 
Vista computers to your TV. 
What's more, the update 
lets PlayStation Portable 
($169.99) owners access the 
music, video, and photos 
stored on their PS3s via any 
available Wi-Fi connection- 
even outside the home. 





Xbox 360 




In 2005, the Xbox 360 ush- 
ered in a new era in console 
gaming as the first system to 
deliver HD games. Beyond its 
formidable gaming abilities, 
the Xbox 360 is loaded with 
multimedia and online fea- 
tures, making it a valuable ad- 
dition to your home theater. 

Choose a configuration. At 

press time, you'll find the 
Xbox 360 Arcade ($279.99), 
Premium ($349.99), and Elite 
($449.99). To take advantage 
of the Xbox 360, we recom- 
mend the Elite configuration. 
In addition to the the Ar- 
cade's and Premium's fea- 
tures, the Xbox 360 Elite has 
an HDMI cable and a 120GB 
removable hard drive. The 
HDMI cable lets you enjoy 
1080p HD video on your 



1080p HDTV and multi- 
channel surround sound, 
and the 120GB hard drive is 
handy as you download dig- 
ital media. Separately, the 
HDMI cable and the 120GB 
hard drive cost $49.99 and 
$179.99. With Arcade, you 
won't get a network cable, 
HDMI cable, or hard drive (it 
has 256MB of memory), but 
you'll need them for home- 
theater applications. 

Go LIVE Many of the Xbox 
360's capabilities are tied to 
Microsoft's Xbox LIVE, for 
which you'll need a broad- 
band Internet connection. 
The Premium and Elite Xbox 
360 include an Ethernet cable 
for a wired connection, and 
you can use the Xbox 360 
Wireless Networking Adapter 



($99.99) to connect to your 
wireless 802.1 1a/b/g network. 
Once connected, shop the 
Xbox LIVE Marketplace for 
TV shows and movies in SD 
(standard definition) and HD. 
You can view TV program- 
ming permanently after pur- 
chase, but movie downloads 
are rentals and expire 24 
hours after your first viewing 
or 14 days after purchase. 

Your TV's a media center. 

Why view your family pic- 
tures on your notebook's 14- 
inch screen when you could 
use your 52-inch HDTV? The 
Xbox 360 makes it a cinch. 
Pair your digital camera or 
Windows XP/Vista PC with 
the console and use the Xbox 
360's interface to browse the 
pictures. Similarly, stream 




music from a connected MP3 
player or WinXP/Vista PC, as 
well as rip songs from music 
CDs and create custom play- 
lists to listen to as you play 
games. Pair your WinXP 
Media Center Edition system 
with your Xbox 360 to record 
and pause live TV and stream 
video from the PC. 

Watch HD movies on your 
HDTV. As with the Xbox, you 
can use your Xbox 360 to 
watch movies on DVD, but 
after playing games in HD, 
watching a movie in SD may 
seem drab. The Xbox 360 HD 
DVD Player add-on ($179.99) 
will solve that problem. HD 
DVD is the exclusive format 
of Paramount and Universal 
Studios, and Warner Bros, 
also supports the format. 
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Share The Fun 

Building A Home-Entertainment Network 




f course, you need a nice 
HDTV and a surround- 
sound system to get the 
best video and audio 
quality, but any TV or 
audio system will do. 
You'll also need a home 
network for all of this to 
work, but that is the easy 
part. Buy a wireless router, 
such as the Buffalo Technology 
Wireless-N Nfiniti Router WZ R2- 
G300N ($99.99; www.buffalotech.com), that at minimum sup- 
ports the common 802.11a or 802.1 1g high-speed wireless 
standards. Establish the security settings according to the in- 
structions it comes with (using WPA [Wi-Fi Protected Access] 
instead of WEP [Wired Equivalency Privacy] for maximum se- 
curity), connect your PC either wirelessly or with an Ethernet 
cable, and you're all set, assuming that your network is already 
sharing a high-speed Internet connection. 

Now you just need home-theater equipment that can take ad- 
vantage of your new setup. Here are three examples of what 
you can do with a home network and the right hardware: 



View Movies & Still Pictures 

Use your home theater to watch movies and pictures and 
listen to audio that's all stored on your PC. 

What you need. A TV for viewing the pictures and movies 
and an audio system for high-quality movie playback (al- 
though the TV's speakers will work). You also need a 
Windows Media Center extender, such as an Xbox 360 
($279.99 to $449.99; www.xbox.com), or another device, 
such as a PlayStation 3 ($499 to $599; us.playstation.com), 
that can access multimedia stored on a computer that's run- 
ning Windows XP Media Center 
Edition, Vista Home Premium, 
or Vista Ultimate. 

How you do it. Versions of 
Windows that come with 
Windows Media Center 
provide a convenient in- 
terface for accessing all 
forms of multimedia con- 
tent from your TV screen, 
and Windows Media Center 
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extender devices let you access this interface without having 
the PC hooked directly to your TV. Instead, the Windows 
Media Center extender connects to the Windows Media 
Center PC and accesses all of the content stored there using 
the home network. Microsoft's Xbox 360 is one of the least 
expensive Windows Media Center extenders available and has 
the additional benefits of letting you play games and use its 
optional HD DVD player ($179.99) to watch HD DVDs. 

Use Windows Media Player on your PC to organize all of 
your multimedia content, and then Windows Media Center 
can access it and take advantage of any music playlists 
you've created. 

Use Your PC As A DVR 

Use your network to watch shows you've recorded on your TV. 

What you need. A TV tuner for your PC that's running 

Windows XP Media Center Edition, 

Vista Home Premium, or Vista 

Ultimate. You also need a TV 

that accepts video output from 

the computer's video hard- ^L 

ware and an audio system if ^ 

you want better sound than 

the TV provides. I 

How you do it. If you have a 
Windows Media Center PC con- 
nected directly to your home- 
theater system, the setup really 
comes alive when you add a TV tuner with 
PVR capabilities, such as the Hauppauge WinTV-PVR-USB2 
($129.99; www.hauppauge.com), to your PC. These devices 
let you record over-the-air or cable TV channels directly to 
the computer's hard drive and use the MyTV button in 
Windows Media Center to play them. You can pause, 
rewind, and fast-forward just like you would when playing a 
DVD, and products like the Hauppauge WinTV-PVR-USB2 
also let you use the MyRadio button to listen to FM stations 
and have a remote control for easy menu navigation. 

Play Console Games 

Play others on multiple TVs in the same house. 

What you need. One network-enabled console per person 
playing, one TV per person playing, and one copy of an 
Internet- or network-enabled game for each person playing. 
You'll also need a high-speed Internet connection if you want 
to play online with people outside your home. 





How you do it. The Sony Play- 
Station 3, PlayStation Portable 
($169.99 to $199.99), Nin- 
tendo Wii ($249.99; www 
.nintendo.com), and Nin- 
tendo DS ($129.99) all have 
wireless networking sup- 
port built in, and the Xbox 
360 integrates wired network 
support (with optional wireless 
support). Just pop a copy of the 
game you want to play into each con- 
sole and look for the LAN option in the menu or use an online 
service, such as Xbox LIVE, to connect all of the consoles using 
the network. 

Exploring The Alternatives 

If you don't have a PC that supports Windows Media Center, 
you can find plenty of standalone products that use your 
home network to access multimedia and other digital files. For 
example, the Netgear Digital Entertainer HD EVA8000 
($399.99; www.netgear.com) brings digital music, Internet 
radio, high-definition video, and pictures to your home 
theater via a slick interface. The new TiVo HD DVR 
($299.99; www.tivo.com) gets its program guide informa- 
tion from the home network and also lets you download 
movies to your TV without connecting through a PC. 
Keep an eye out for network-enabled home-theater de- 
vices when you're shopping, and you're certain to be pleas- 
antly surprised by the number of ways they can take 
advantage of your home network. B3 

by Tracy Baker 



Network Nugget 



Don't Overlook 
Web Browsers 



Devices that have Web browsers built in, such as 
the Nintendo Wii and PlayStation 3, let you 
access multimedia sharing sites, such as Flickr (www 
.flickr.com) and MediaMax (www.mediamax.com), 
from the comfort of your couch. Just make sure the 
devices are connected to your home network and 
access the Web sites from your TV as if you were 
sitting at the computer. 
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Home-Theater 
Shopping Tips 

Buying Media Room Furniture 



by Leah Houchin 




hen you're caught up 
in the excitement of 
shopping for the latest 
HDTV or state-of-the- 
art home-theater system, it's easy to 
put furniture on the back burner. The 
truth is that having an attractive, 
functional piece of furniture to ac- 
company your new TV or stereo is 
every bit as important as the device 
itself. Here are some tips to keep 
in mind as you shop. 

Before ever visiting a store, measure 
your media room, the space you've 
allotted for your new piece of furni- 
ture, and the devices it's going to 
house. With these measurements, 
you can avoid coming home with a 
big entertainment center that dwarfs 
your TV or one in which your TV 
won't fit at all. Also, consider the di- 
mensions of doors through which 
you'll be bringing the furniture; this is 
especially important if you live in an 
apartment complex or townhome, 
which often means a lot of careful 
maneuvering in tight spaces. 

Decide what functionality you need 
out of your new furniture. If you're 
looking for an all-in-one piece to dis- 
play your HDTV, DVD player, DVR, 
and other gadgets, choose a large en- 
tertainment center with plenty of 
shelves and compartments. If you've 
wall-mounted your TV and only need 
space for smaller devices, select a 
compact cabinet or stand, such as the 
modern-looking Riverwood Collec- 
tion Video Base from Bush ($329.99 
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at Best Buy; www.bushfurniture.com). 
Determining how you'd like to use 
your unit ahead of time will ensure 
that you don't end up with too much 
or too little space. 

Set a budget for furniture before 
you head for the store and browse 
Best-Buy.com to get an idea of 
what's available in your price range. 
Keep in mind that sometimes you 
get what you pay for: It's easy to find 
inexpensive entertainment furni- 
ture, but a sturdy unit that will last 
through the years is well worth the 
extra expense. 

Take a look at the rest of your furni- 
ture and shop for a piece that fits 
your decor. Use your digital camera 
to take a few shots of the space you'll 
be buying furniture for; that way, you 
have a visual representation to refer 
to while shopping. Also, think about 
how easy a piece will be to care for; 
for example, a glass TV stand will look 
good but could take a lot of work — 
and glass cleaner — to maintain. 

Don't forget about supplementary 
components, such as CD/DVD stor- 
age cabinets. Although large enter- 
tainment centers have enough space 
to stash your CDs and your DVD col- 
lection, a small TV stand could ben- 
efit from a matching storage cabinet. 
The Windowpane Sliding Glass Door 
Cabinet from Atlantic ($149.99; 
www.atlantic-inc.com) can hold 
nearly 600 CDs or 200 DVDs in a 
simple, sophisticated design. 



D How much space are 
you dealing with? 



Dimensions of room: 

Available space for new furniture: _ 
Dimensions of TV, DVD player, etc.: _ 



What type of furniture 
are you looking for? 

□ An entertainment center for TV and 
multiple components 

□ A small stand to accompany a wall- 
mounted TV 

□ A CD/DVD rack or cabinet 

□ Other 



r\Z\ What is your budget? 



□ up to $500 

□ $500 to $1,000 

□ More than $1,000 



D Does the furniture 
match your decor? 






□ Yes 

□ No 



□ Will the piece be easy 
to maintain? 

□ Yes 

□ No 



□ Notes 



X i 
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home theater 



5 Must- Have 
Accessories 




?! 



nvariably, as you head 
toward the HDTV sec- 
tion of your local con- 
sumer electronics store, 
you'll walk right past 
shelves of bland-looking HDTV ac- 
cessories. Sure, these accessories have 
multichannel audio, gold-plated con- 
nectors, nitrogen-injected insulation, 
and fully-articulating mounting arms, 
but they just can't compete visually 
with their big-screen, flat-panel HDTV 
counterparts. Despite outward appear- 
ances, however, there are a handful of 
accessories that are vital to getting the 
most from your HDTV. 

1HDMI cables. We're guessing nei- 
ther you nor your wife want bun- 
dles of wires and cords snaking around 
the living room, and those nests of wires 
are attractive nuisances for your chil- 
dren and pets. HDMI cables are all-in- 
one cords that carry uncompressed 
digital audio and digital video signals to 
and from your HDTV and its compo- 
nents, eliminating the need for separate 
cords for video and audio. Rocketfish's 
4-foot HDMI cable ($64.99; www.rocket 
fishproducts.com) is the perfect acces- 
sory to pass your digital signals — nicely 
and neatly — among your devices. Be 
sure to budget for this must-have. 



Wall mount. Mounting your new 
HDTV on a wall will show it to its 
greatest advantage, and a swivel mount 
will let you adjust the position of the 
television so you see it from its best 
viewing angle. A wall-mounted HDTV 
also clears a bit of floor space and keeps 
your living room or home theater neat 
and clutter-free. Before hanging the 
wall mount and installing the television, 
make sure your theater recliners and 
couches are positioned where you'll be 
happy with them for a while so you 
don't have to drill new holes in the 
walls every time you want to rearrange 
the furniture. 

Stand. If you'd rather not drill 
holes in your family room's newly 
painted walls or if your walls are made 
of cement or cinderblock, a stand is 
probably a better option than a wall 
mount. Today's A/V furniture manu- 
facturers offer gorgeous, showroom- 
style stands in a variety of materials, 
including warm wood (available in 
many stains), minimalist brushed steel, 
and clean-looking glass. You can get a 
triangular corner model, a high-backed 
cabinet that includes a mount for flat- 
panel HDTVs, and a rack with ad- 
justable shelves to accommodate the 
rest of your A/V gear. 




Surround-sound system. We're 
willing to bet that you've strug- 
gled with keeping volume levels steady 
when you're watching something on TV. 
There's nothing more annoying than be- 
ing startled by a loud commercial in the 
middle of your favorite show; likewise, 
nothing is more jolting than when a 
quiet, serene part of your favorite movie 
is suddenly interrupted by a too-loud 
scene change. Eliminate this by investing 
in a good-quality surround-sound system, 
which will prevent volume extremes by 
automatically equalizing the audio in 
movies and HD broadcasts that are ca- 
pable of 5.1 or better surround sound. 

5 Universal remote. Let's face it: No 
one — not your mom, dad, grand- 
ma, or even the kids — can figure out the 
remotes when there's a different one for 
each component in your home-theater 
system. Consolidate the controls for your 
various devices with a programmable uni- 
versal remote, which lets you control 
everything with a single device. The 
Logitech Harmony 880 Advanced Uni- 
versal Remote ($249.99; www.logitech 
.com) lets you control 1 5 devices at once. 
Better still, you'll keep your living room 
clean and clutter-free. \H 

by Andrew Leibman 
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home theater 



Top 5 Things To Know 



Buying an HDTV is a big de- 
cision. There are myriad 
options and plenty of ac- 
cessory choices. And let's 
face it — you're spending a whole lot of 
money. Here we identify the five most im- 
portant things to consider when shopping 
for the right HDTV. 

IBuy quality cables. Very few home- 
theater components, including the 
most expensive televisions and DVD 
players, come with high-quality cables. 
Plan to spend around an extra hundred 
dollars purchasing cables, such as HDMI, 
DVI, and component cables, for the 
highest-resolution formats each device 




can support. HDMI, the latest HDTV 
cable option, will eliminate cord tangles 
with a single cord that connects your 
DVD player or digital television receiver 
to your HDTV. It supports all high-defi- 
nition resolutions (720p, 1080i, etc.) while 
maintaining a digital signal throughout 
the process. Whatever option you select, 
don't settle for buying the cheapest or 
shortest cable on the shelf. Low-quality 
construction invites electrical inter- 
ference and unreliable connections, 
and the cables may not withstand 
normal wear and tear as well as more 
expensive ones. 

Don't hang it yourself. In most cases, 
it's best to hire a professional to hang 
your HDTV. A successful wall mount on 
regular dry wall requires the right bracket, 
a correct wall stud alignment, and a re- 
liable attachment between the TV and 
its bracket. Brick or cinderblock walls 
provide an even greater installation chal- 
lenge. Most electronics retailers offer af- 
fordable installation services and usually 
guarantee their work. So, unless you're 
willing to bet your big new investment on 
your carpentry skills, bring in the experts. 

Make yourself at home. Your living 
room setup isn't the same as a 
warehouse filled with walls of shim- 
mering TV sets. In order to get the 
most realistic impressions of HDTVs at 
the store, take advantage of retailers' 
efforts to re-create home environ- 
ments. Try to preview your prospec- 
tive HDTV in these settings and bring a 
few of your favorite movies to see how 
they look on your set before making 
any final decisions. 



Size it up. Finding a set that works in 
your room is a crucial part of your 
purchase. A small room and a couch near 
the TV means you should invest in a fairly 
small HDTV; a larger space with plenty of 
seating for friends and family requires a 
bigger screen. To calculate your optimal 
screen size, use the three-to-five rule. 
Measure the distance, in feet, from your 
TV's location to your viewing position. 
Multiply that number by three, and then 
by five. Those numbers represent the 
minimum and maximum screen sizes, 
measured in inches diagonally, for that 
space. For example, a 10-foot span from 
your TV to sofa will accommodate 
screens between 30 and 50 inches. 

Fine-tune color. There's more to bril- 
liant, sharp pictures than screen 
resolution; color reproduction and cali- 
bration make a big difference, too. When 
you're browsing HDTVs at a retailer, be 
sure the colors are consistently true to 
life. Blacks shouldn't appear gray, bright 
areas shouldn't wash detail away, and 
high-paced action scenes shouldn't have 
jagged edges. Calibration is another im- 
portant factor to keep in mind; this will 
ensure your HDTVs settings will be far 
better than the showroom settings many 
televisions ship with. Most retailers 
offer professional calibration (such as 
Best Buy's Geek Squad premium in- 
stallation services) that uses special 
equipment otherwise unavailable to 
consumers; in most cases, such calibra- 
tion is your best bet. However, there are 
calibration DVDs that can walk you 
through the process yourself. E3 

by Gregory Anderson 
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What's The Difference? 


1 lat-panel televisions continue to top electronics shoppers' wish lists. However, plasma and LCD sets are based on 


two very different technologies, so knowing their advantages and disadvantages will help you make an informed 


decision about which to bring home. \H 


by Brian Hodge 


Plasma 


LCD 


Pros 


Pros 


• Because plasma TVs are based on phosphorescent- 


• LCDs run cooler and often require less power to 


screen technology, their pictures most resemble 


operate than plasma TVs. 


those of tube TVs in terms of brightness, color depth 


• LCDs use a screen coating that reflects little 


and shading, and picture clarity. 


ambient light, so glare and washout aren't a 


• Plasma still has the edge over LCDs on contrast 


problem even under bright lighting conditions. 


ratio (often as high as 10,000:1), black levels, and 


• There's no chance of image burn-in. 


reproducing subtle color shadings, particularly in 


• Many LCD TVs have PC-compatible connections 


dim scenes. 


so the set can double as a computer monitor. 


• Pixel response is very rapid, so fast-moving imagery 


• With a few exceptions, LCD is your main choice for 


shouldn't blur. 


sets 40 inches and under. Most new under-40-inch 


• Plasma sets are generally more affordable in larger 


plasmas come from off-brands that may be more 


screen sizes — say, over 50 inches. 


of a gamble than sets from the major names. 


• Although this is a more subjective evaluation, many 




viewers find that plasma sets do a better job of scaling 


Cons 


up lower-resolution standard-definition TV signals. 






• Pixel response may be a tad slower than plasma, 


Cons 


so fast-moving imagery might blur. 




• New LCDs may have stuck pixels, which show 


• Some plasmas consume more electricity and put 


up as bright pinpoints of light. And a hard rap 


out much more heat during use than LCDs. 


on the screen may break crystals and leave a 


• At higher altitudes (above 6,500 feet), lower air 


permanent dark spot. 


pressure can cause the set to produce a buzzing 


• True blacks can be difficult to reproduce because 


noise similar to a neon sign. 


the fluorescent backlight still shines through the 


• Although it's less likely now than with older sets, 


pixel grid (although some of the newest models 


plasmas (usually cheaper, low-quality models) can 


are starting to address this by turning off the 


still be susceptible to burn-in from static images 


backlight in select screen areas). 


such as stock-ticker bars and video-game gauges. 


• After a few years of use, the aging backlight may 


• With sets of equivalent size, plasmas are much 


shift color somewhat, forcing the user to recali- 


heavier than LCDs, which can affect plans for wall 


brate the set. 


mounting, and they can also be harder for one 




person to move. 


irnic Rr>cf- Fr»r« 
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• Avid gamers 


Plasma Is Best For: 




• Viewers with brightly lit rooms 


• Movie buffs 


• Viewers shopping for a smaller set 


• Sports fanatics 


• Viewers who want to do their own 


• Viewers shopping for a large set 


no-fuss installation 


• Viewers prepared to pay for professional installation 


• Computer users 
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HDTV Glossary 



alderdash! OK, HDTV 
jargon isn't that bad, 
but there are a few 
terms every shopper 
should know. Here's 
your cheat sheet. 

aspect ratio— Put simply, it's the shape of 
the TV's screen. An HDTV has a wider pic- 
ture than a traditional TV of the same ver- 
tical screen height. An HDTV has a 16:9 
aspect ratio, meaning that if its screen 
were 16 inches wide, it would be 9 inches 
tall. A regular 4:3 TV screen would be 12 
inches wide at the same 9-inch height. 

HDMI — High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface is a new type of cable connec- 
tion. It can carry both high-resolution 
video and uncompressed, multichannel 
audio among HDTVs, home-theater re- 
ceivers, and other components. HDMI 
cables are pricey, but they maintain top 
picture and sound quality. 

HD tuner— Some more expensive HDTVs 
include a built-in tuner for receiving local 
high-def broadcast TV channels. Your TV 
doesn't need an HD tuner if you have 
cable or satellite service. Separate HD 
tuners and antennas are available for 
HDTVs without them. 

interlaced— When an HDTV displays an 
interlaced image, as in 1080i or 480i reso- 
lutions, it really shows you every other 
horizontal line of a frame of video (called 
a field) at a time. Sixty times a second, 
the TV displays the other field of the 
frame, meaning the lines not shown in 
the previous field. Interlaced video ap- 
pears to flicker and causes moving ob- 
jects on-screen to have blurred edges. 

LCD— Like a notebook's screen, a liquid- 
crystal display HDTV uses a fluid crystal 




substance to form pixels of color in 
front of a backlight. LCDs may not be 
able to match plasma TVs' deep black 
and gray areas, but they're lighter, some- 
times less fragile, and considered easier 
to set up. LCDs also are catching up to 
plasmas in size and price and are ex- 
pected to supplant them in the market. 

plasma — Plasma TVs use a tiny tube of 
gas for each pixel. Electricity makes each 
pixel glow. Plasmas are still available in 
bigger sizes than LCDs and create deeper 
blacks and sometimes brighter colors. 
However, older or less expensive models 
can also suffer permanent screen damage 
if an unchanging image is displayed too 
long, such as a TV channel's stock ticker 
or parts of certain video games. 

progressive scan— A TV showing a pro- 
gressively scanned image, as in 1080p or 
720p resolutions, displays a full frame of 
video (both odd-lined and even-lined 
fields) all at once. Progressive-scan 



video looks sharper and doesn't flicker 
like interlaced images can. 

projection— Some large-screen HDTVs 
offer low-priced alternatives to LCD or 
plasma by using projection technolo- 
gies. These technologies vary, but all 
projection TVs throw light on a screen 
from the front or rear. This means they 
are a little to a lot bulkier than plasmas 
or LCDs, but some rear-projection sets 
have stellar picture quality. 

viewing angle— No matter where you sit 
in front of an HDTV with a wide viewing 
angle, such as 170 degrees, its picture 
should look reasonably good. Test this 
before you buy. 

widescreen— A TV or monitor that's 
wider horizontally in relation to its vertical 
height — typically with a 16:9 aspect ratio 
for HDTVs — than an older 4:3 display. 
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Which Type Of HDTV Is Right For You? 



, lasma, LCD, and projection: These are the three main types of HDTVs from which you'll choose if you're in the market for a 
sleek, new set. Refer to our comparison chart below to see how the technologies stack up against each other. 



What It Is 



What It Means 



Plasma 



LCD 



Microdisplay Rear 
Projection 



Technology 




Size 



Depth 



Wall mountable 



Color reproduction 



Ideal room type 



Cost 



Different types of HDTVs 
use different technologies; 
understanding each type 
can help make your deci- 
sion easier 



The screen's diagonal size 



The depth of the set as a 
whole 

Can be mounted with a 
special bracket 

The brightness, saturation, 
and black level of an HDTV 
are some of the most im- 
portant considerations 

Some types of HDTVs fit 
better in certain rooms 
than others 



Plasma uses a network 
of cells, each filled 
with a gas mixture. 
When the gas is ex- 
cited, it lights up, and 
the cells form the 
image on your HDTV. 

Up to around 63 
inches 

4 to 5 inches deep 



Yes 



Excellent brightness, 
color saturation, and 
black levels 



Media rooms with 
various seating areas 



Light is streamed 
through cells filled 
with a liquid-crystal 
mixture. When 
charged, the intensity 
changes, forming the 
image on your HDTV. 

Up to around 52 
inches 

4 to 5 inches deep 



Yes 



Exceptional bright- 
ness; very good color 
saturation; black-level 
quality is improving 

Rooms with windows 
or other ambient 
light 



There are three main 
types of rear-projec- 
tion microdisplay: 
DLP, LCD, and LCoS. 
All use a lamp to 
bounce light off a 
chip onto the screen. 

Up to 65 inches and 
beyond 

From around 16 to 22 
inches deep 

No 



Exceptional bright- 
ness and color sat- 
uration; generally 
excellent black levels 

Larger rooms with a 
little extra floor space 



HDTV prices range quite 
a bit depending on the 
technology 

Perfect for 



Coolest feature 



Expensive, though 
much less so than two 
years ago 

TV fanatic who values 
picture quality above 
everything else 

Excellent response 
time for high action 



Expensive, but gener- 
ally less than plasma 



Gamers who also love 
HDTV 



In general, can also be 
used as a PC monitor 



Relatively inexpensive 



Big-screen lovers on a 
budget 



Exceptional value for 
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Which LCD TV Is Right For You? 



S 



o you've decided to get an LCD TV. The next step is deciding which LCD TV to invest in. With all the models on today's 
market, you want to be sure the model you pick out is the best for you and your family. Refer to this chart for further help 
when shopping. 



What It Is 



What It Means 



Insignia 
NS-LCD37 



HPSL4778N 
MediaSmart 



Samsung 
LN-T4681F 



Size 



Dimensions 
(without stand) 

Weight (without stand) 

Native resolution 

Viewing angle 
Inputs 



Outputs 



The diagonal measurement of the 
TV's screen 



Height x width x depth 



How much the TV weighs 

The image's sharpness is best when 
displayed at the native resolution; 
anything else must be converted 

The maximum angle at which the 
viewer can see the screen clearly 

Inputs let you connect your 
components to your TV 



Outputs let information from the 
TV, usually audio, be transferred to 
peripherals, such as speakers 

Coolest feature 



MSRP 



37 inches 

25.4x36.7x5 
inches 

50.7 pounds 

720p 

1 76 degrees 



1 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 1 
composite; 1 PC 



1 audio 



This TV also func- 
tions as a com- 
puter monitor 



$749.99 




47 inches 

29.3x44.4x5.4 
inches 

66 pounds 

1080p 

1 76 degrees 



3 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 
2 composite; 1 PC 



4 audio 



Networkable TV 

supports 802.11a/ 
b/g/n and 10/100- 
Base T Ethernet 



$2,499.99 




46 inches 

27x48.5x4.5 
inches 

67.5 pounds 

1080p 

1 78 degrees 



3 HDAAI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 1 PC; 
2RF 



2 audio 



Super Clear Panel 
technology that re- 
duces glare without 
compromising clarity 



$3,999.98 




8274672 



8419641 



8458509 
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Samsung 
LN-T5281F 



Sharp AQUOS 
LC-46D64 



Mitsubishi Diamond 
LT-46244 



Dynex DX-LCD37 



Sony BRAVIA 
KDL-46XBR4 



52 inches 

30.7x54x4.7 inches 

81.1 pounds 
1080p 

178 degrees 



3 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 
2 composite; 1 PC 

1 audio 



LED SmartLighting 
technology controls 
the brightness of the 
backlight on a frame- 
by-frame basis 

$4,999.99 




46 inches 



27.9x42.9x3.75 inches 



54 pounds 
1080p 

1 76 degrees 



3 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 1 S-Video; 1 PC 



4 audio 



Side terminals make 
it easy to mount this 
slim, attractive TV on 
the wall 



$2,499.99 




46 inches 

26.9x42.3x5.7 inches 

42.3 pounds 
1080p 

N/A 

4 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 2 
composite 

2 audio 



CableCARDslot 

lets you descramble 
and watch cable TV 
without a set-top 
box (where available) 

$3,899.98 
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37 inches 

25.1x36.6x4.4 inches 

35.6 pounds 
720p 

1 78 degrees 



1 HDMI; 1 compo- 
nent; 1 S-Video; 1 
composite; 1 A/V 

1 audio 



Price: Very affordable 
for a 37-inch LCD 
HDTV 



$749.99 




46 inches 

29x49.7x4.8 
inches 

66.1 pounds 

1080p 

1 78 degrees 



3 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 1 S-Video; 3 
composite; 1 PC 

2 audio 



Motionflow 

smooths images, 
particularly in 
sporting events 
and movies 

$3,599.99 




8457216 



8500936 



8500721 



8454978 



8460284 
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Which Plasma TV Is Right For You? 



f you're planning on buying a plasma HDTV, it might be hard to decide on one just by looking at a wall of gorgeous sets. The 
most popular size of plasma TV is between 42 and 50 inches (and that's what we focus on below); as with most things in life, 
though, the bigger the better, so you'll find larger plasmas, as well. Refer to this chart for further help when shopping. 



What It Is 



What It Means 



Hitachi P50H401 



Insignia NS-PDP50 



LG 50PC5D 



Size 

Dimensions 
(without stand) 

Weight (without stand) 

Native resolution 

Viewing angle 

Inputs 

Outputs 



The diagonal measurement of 
the TV's screen 

Height x width x depth 



How much the TV weighs 

The image's sharpness is best when 
displayed at the native resolution; 
anything else must be converted 

The maximum angle at which the 
viewer can see the screen clearly 

Inputs let you connect your com- 
ponents to your TV 

Outputs let information from the 
TV, usually audio, be transferred to 
peripherals, such as speakers 

Coolest feature 



MSRP 



50 inches 

32.1x48.9x5.25 
inches 

92 pounds 

1080i 

1 70 degrees 



3 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 1 S-Video; 1 RF 

2 audio 



SimplayHD HDMI 
inputs provide the 
highest-quality 
audio/video con- 
nection 

$1,999.99 




50 inches 

32x51.4x4.4 
inches 

95 pounds 

720p 

N/A 



2 HDMI; 2 component; 
1 S-Video; 1 RF; 1 PC 

1 audio 



The price— excel- 
lent for a 50-inch 
plasma HDTV 



$1,299.99 




50 inches 

32.7x48.8x3.5 
inches 

76.3 pounds 

720p 

160 degrees 



2 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 1 S-Video; 2 PC 

1 audio; 1 A/V 



LG SimpLink lets you 
control other LG 
SimpLink products 
using the existing 
HDMI connection 

$1,599.95 




8256638 



8454996 



8254355 
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LC 60PY3D 



Panasonic 
TH-42PZ77U 



Pioneer 
PRO-950HD 



Samsung 
FP-T5884 



Samsung 
HP-T4254 



60 inches 

38.2x63.6x4.7 
inches 

142.4 pounds 

1080p 

160 degrees 



3 HDMI; 2 component; 2 S- 
Video; 2 PC; 1 RF 

2 audio 



XD Engine delivers 
well-contrasted 
images and bright, 
vibrant colors 



$5399.95 




42 inches 

25.3x47.7x4.4 
inches 

77.2 pounds 

1080p 

1 70 degrees 



2 HDMI; 2 component; 

3 S-Video 

2 audio; 1 video 



EZ Sync remote lets 
you control all of your 
home-theater compo- 
nents 



$1,799.95 




42 inches 

26.75x40.9x4.5 
inches 

84.9 pounds 

1,024x768 pixels 

1 70 degrees 



4 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 1 S-Video; 1 PC 

2 audio; 1 video 



CableCARD slot and 

10/100-BaseT Ether- 
net LAN Home Gallery 
to add the TV to your 
home network 

$3,200 




58 inches 

33x57.7x3.9 inches 

120.8 pounds 
1080p 

175 degrees 



3HDMI;2RF;2S-Video;2 
component 

2 audio 



Built-in 2-way, 20W 
bottom speakers with 
virtual surround sound 



$4,199.99 




42 inches 

27.5x41.5x3.7 
inches 

67.5 pounds 

720p 

175 degrees 



3 HDMI; 2 component; 2 
S-Video; 1 PC 

2 audio 



Game mode enhances 
and sharpens the pic- 
ture and speeds up 
the image processing 
response 

$1,499.99 




8378677 



8501757 



8397629 



8509081 



8251633 
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Which Microdisplay TV Is Best For You? 

If you're in the market for a big HDTV, a rear-projection microdisplay model can give you a lot of bang for your buck. Here is a 
chart that compares eight models, all available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 



What It Is 


What It Means 


Mitsubishi 

Diamond 

WD-65733 


Mitsubishi 

Diamond 

WD-73733 


Samsung 
HLT5075S 


Projection technology 


Depending on the manufacturer, 
the TV will have DLP, LCD, or LCoS 
microdisplay technology 


DLP 


DLP 


DLP 


Size 


The diagonal measurement 
of the TV's screen 


65 inches 


73 inches 


50 inches 


Dimensions 
(without stand) 


Height x width x depth 


39.5x58.2x15.7 
inches 


43.6x65.2x17.5 
inches 


31.9x45.1x13.25 
inches 


Weight (without stand) 


How much the TV weighs 


78 pounds 


92.4 pounds 


56.7 pounds 


Native resolution 


The image's sharpness is best when 
displayed at the native resolution; 
anything else must be converted 


1080p 


1080p 


720p 


Inputs 


Inputs let you connect your 
components to your TV 


3 HDMI; 3 com- 
ponent; 2 S-Video; 
2RF 


3 HDMI; 3 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 
2 composite 


2 HDMI; 2 com- 
ponent; 2 S- 
Video; 1 PC 


Outputs 


Outputs let information from the TV, 
usually audio, be transferred to peri- 
pherals, such as speakers 


2 audio; 1 video 


3 audio 


1 audio 


Coolest feature 


HD-capable an- 
tenna to receive 
OTA HD broad- 
casts 


Front-panel USB 
port, so you can 
enjoy your fave 
digital photos on 
the big screen 


My Color Control 

lets you carefully 
tweak your color 
settings 


MSRP 


$2,199.99 


$4,299.98 


$1,199.99 




8320168 


8404489 






8247916 
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Samsung HL-T5676S 



Sony BRAVIA 
KDS-55A3000 



Sony BRAVIA 
KDS60A3000 



Sony BRAVIA 
KDF-46E3000 



Panasonic 
PT-61LCX70 



DLP 



56 inches 



33.25x50.75x10.5 
inches 

65.3 pounds 



1080p 



3 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 2 S-Video; 2 RF; 

1 PC; 2 composite 

2 A/V; 1 video 



SRS TruSurround 
XT technology for 

an excellent audio 
experience 



$2,099.99 




LCoS (Sony's name 
for it is SXRD) 



55 inches 



36.25x49.75x15.75 
inches 

81.6 pounds 



1080p 



3 HDMI; 2 component; 
1 S-Video; 3 composite; 
1PC 



1 audio 



BRAVIA Theater Sync 

2 lets you control 
your TV and other 
A/V components 
with one easy remote 

$2,499.99 




LCoS (Sony's name 
for it is SXRD) 



60 inches 



38.75x55.5x20 inches 



94.8 pounds 



1080p 



2 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 1 S-Video; 3 
composite; 1 PC 

2 audio 



Advanced Iris Func- 
tion increases the 
contrast in dark 
scenes, making them 
easy to see 

$2,699.99 




LCD 

46 inches 

31.3x43.27x11.85 
inches 

55.1 pounds 
1080p 



2 HDMI; 3 compo- 
nent; 1 S-Video; 3 
composite; 2 RF 

1 audio 



Sleep timer, paren- 
tal lock, and picture 
freeze give viewers 
a great deal of con- 
trol 

$1,599.99 




LCD 

61 inches 

39.3x56.25x21.3 
inches 

74.9 pounds 
720p 



3 HDMI; 2 compo- 
nent; 3 composite; 1 
S-Video; 2 A/V; 1 RF 

2 audio 



LiFi Technology pro- 
vides a light source 
that speeds startup 
times for instant 
response 

$1,995.95 




8293839 



8451677 



8451668 



8414094 



8396023 
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Holiday Gifts For The 

Digital-Imaging Lover 

Give The Hottest Cameras, Camcorders & Accessories 



ith all of the new cameras, camcorders, and accessories on the shelves of your local Best Buy store, it's a great time to think 
about digital-imaging gifts for the ones you love. Let's see which kinds of gifts are good fits for the people on your list. 

by Marty Sems 





Kids do the darndest things! And, yet, 
when they do, Mom's camera always 
seems to be somewhere else. What she 
wants is a high-quality digicam that's 
compact enough to carry in her purse 
or diaper bag, such as the 7.2MP Casio 
Exilim EX-Z77 ($229.99; exilim.casio 
.com). A larger D-SLR-type camera 
might be more versatile, but it would 
be so bulky that she would soon be 
leaving it at home. 

On the other hand, when it's high- 
power zoom and top image quality 
someone needs, a D-SLR with inter- 
changeable lenses is a must. Take it from 
the hobby photographer in the family: 
He spends a good deal of time catching 
nature at its finest or snapping awesome 
basketball game pics. And if 
his hobby ever develops into 
freelance work for a maga- 
zine or local newspaper, he'll 
be glad he has a top-shelf D- 
SLR like the 10.1MP Canon 
EOS 40D ($1,299 body only; 
$1,499 with a 28-135mm 




lens; www.usa.canon.com). 



And what about your young niece's 
budding interest in photography? Kids 
absolutely love snapping pictures, and 
in the digital age, you won't 
have to worry about them 
"wasting" film. That's why 
some of the hottest gifts 
this holiday season are in- 
expensive cameras priced 
low enough to give to your 
kids, such as the Kodak 
Canon EOS 40D EasyShare C513 ($79.95; 




www.kodak.com). The trouble now is 
getting kids to believe that we used to 
have to wait a day or more to get our 
photos developed 



**+?£> 




Kodak 

EasyShare 

C513 
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Camera Accessories 

Steady! Don't forget the tripod. A shutterbug won't need one for casual 
posed or candid shots, but for group photos, a tripod is a must. Joby's 
GorillaPod ($22.99 and up; www.joby.com) is a particular favorite for its go- 
anywhere, "why didn't I think of that?" design. You can 
wrap the GorillaPod around a fence post or tree limb out- 
doors or around a banister or chair back inside the house. 
Of course, it can also stand up for traditional tripod duty. 
Where there are lenses, there will be dust, fingerprints, 
and unidentifiable smudges. If you don't believe us, get 
down on the floor and snap some shots of a two-year- 
old. When she plants a fat fingertip on your precious, 
multicoated lens, you'll be glad someone bought you a 
cleaning tool such as the Dynex DX-DA101401 Lens 
. Cleaning Kit ($5.99; www.dynexproducts.com) for cam- 

eras and camcorders. With a dust brush, solution, and a 

static cloth, this safe, fast accessory can have you snap- 
ping (or filming) again in no time. • 






Camcorders 




Your grandma loves to attend her 
grandkids' sporting events and music 
recitals. More importantly, she's earned 
the spare time to watch them again on 
videotape. What she needs is a compact 
camcorder. A MiniDV model such as 
JVC's GR-DA30US ($199.99; camcorder 
.jvc.com) is lightweight, so Grandma can 
shoot longer without getting tired. It 
also has a big 2.4-inch color widescreen 
LCD to make it easy for older eyes to 
follow the action (and bring it up close). 

And there's the budding cinematogra- 
pher as she goes off to film school. 




JVC GR- 

DA30 



Today, the next Amy Heckerling or 
Sofia Coppola would probably want to 
shoot her movies in digital higlvdef. 
And wouldn't you know it? Your local 
Best Buy sells widescreen camcorders, 
such as the Panasonic 
HDC-SD5 Palmcorder 
High-Definition Digital 
Camcorder ($999.95; 
www.panasonic.com). 
It's ready to start in 
less than two seconds 
and features a soft skin 
mode to help mini- 
mize blemishes during those close-ups 
on actors' faces. 

Your dad also is a video nut, but he's 
tired of uploading his taped footage to 
his computer to make a playable DVD. 
He likes making menus and editing some 
of the movies he shoots, but most of the 
time, he wishes he had a camcorder that 




Panasonic HDC-SD5 



simply records to video discs to begin 
with. A great idea for him is a model 
that records to 3-inch mini DVDs, such 
as the Sony DCR-DVD108 Handycam 
($399.99; www.sonystyle.com). Cam- 
corder shoppers are 
wising up to the fact 
that the quality of the 
optics has a major ef- 
fect on the video, so 
your dad'll be pleased 
that this Handycam 
features a Carl Zeiss 
lens and shoots in the 
dark with its Super NightPlus infrared 
system; he can finally dis- 
cover whose dog is get- 
ting into the trash. 



Sony DCR- 
DVD108 
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Camcorder Accessories 



Unlike still-image cameras, cam- 
corders are always hungry. A few 
models have hard drives that just 
need to be emptied into a computer 
once in a while, 
but the vast ma- 
jority use tapes or 
optical discs. 
Before you give 
a gift like this, 
however, make 
sure you know 
which type of 
media the recip- 
ient needs. Some 
great gift ideas 
are Memorex's 5- 
pack of double-sided mini DVD-Rs 
($17.99; www.memorex.com) and 




Memorex mini 
DVD-Rs 



Panasonic's 2-pack of 
60-minute MiniDV 
tapes ($14.99). 

It's even more impor- 
tant to have a tripod for a 
camcorder than for a still- 
image camera. If your 
brother's hand shakes 
while he's snapping a pic- 
ture, the worst that can 
happen is a fuzzy image. 
But if his unsteady hand 
makes his video look like 
it's taking place on the deck of a ship, 
it will make his viewers seasick. Give 
him a tripod, such as the Manfrotto 
190XDB ($179.99 plus camera head; 
www.manfrotto.com), to steady the 
image and spare his audience. 



Batteries, an AC adapter, spare tapes 
or discs ... an amateur videographer 
can run out of hands in a hurry. Give 

a gift that keeps on 

Manfroto 190XDB giving, such as a 

sturdy, no-nonsense 
camcorder bag. Lowepro's Edit 100 
($19.99; www.lowepro.com) is priced 
and designed attractively. It has plenty 
of room for a compact camcorder and 
various accessories. • 



Lowepro 
Edit 100 




Other Gifts For Special People 



When a student goes off to college for 
the first time, especially in an unfamiliar 
town, he may feel homesick and out of 
his depth. A digital photo frame may be 
just what his cramped desk needs. With 
flash memory and easy photo transfers 
from a laptop or desktop computer, a 
digital frame can serve up an ever- 
changing rotation of friends, relatives, 
and significant other(s). Westinghouse's 
DPF-0702 LCD Digital Photo Frame 
($119; www.westinghousedigital.com) is 
a 7-inch example that will look great in 
any dorm room. 



Speaking of signifi- 
cant others, a Web 




Westinghouse 
Digital Photo Frame 



camera may be the perfect 
gift for a long-distance 
sweetheart or traveling 
spouse. The jury's still out 
on whether absence really 
does make the heart grow 
fonder, but a Web cam can 
make video phone calls 
the next best thing to be- 
ing together. Feast your eyes on the 
Creative Live Cam Optia Pro ($79.99; 
www.creative.com). 

Meanwhile, your grandpa loves the 
way that the digital revolution has al- 
lowed him to preserve all those old 
memories. A nice slide scanner might 
be just the thing to help him digitize 
all of those old images of his travels 
in Europe. Epson's Perfection V700 
($549.99; www.epson.com) can handle 




Creative Live Cam 
Optia Pro 



transparent materials, 
such as 35mm slides and 
negatives. It can make 
scratches and dust disap- 
pear from the scanned 
images, as well as restore 
colors that have faded 
over time. 



Don't let this gift-giving season pass you 
by without a trip down the digital- 
imaging aisles at your local Best Buy. • 




Epson 

Perfection 

V700 
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Digital Camcorder Kits 



The Accessories You'll Need 



Sunpak Camera/Camcord 

$31.99 • www.tocad.com 




Digital camcorders provide an 
excellent way to preserve fami- 
ly memories for generations. 
Whether you're looking for a new digital 
camcorder or you already own one, you'll 
want to budget for accessories. These ac- 
cessories help protect your new gear and 
ensure you'll always have enough battery 
life and recording capacity to capture an 
unforgettable moment. 

Camcorder kits are a good way to get 
some of the basic items you need 
without a lot of extra shopping. The 
contents of starter kits vary from one 
manufacturer to the next. 



Find Your Kit 

Select a kit designed for your camcorder; 
it's more likely than a generic kit to in- 
clude a case that fits the shape and size 



of your camcorder, a spare battery, and 
compatible media. For example, the Sony 
ACODVDH2 DVD Camcorder Accessory 
Starter Kit ($84.99; www.sonystyle.com) 
is a carrying case with a DVD+RW, a 
DVD-R, and an NP-FH50 rechargeable 
battery. This kit is compatible with most 
Sony DVD Handycam camcorders, in- 
cluding the Sony HDR-UX5 AVCHD 
DVD Handycam Camcorder ($899.99), 
which records 1080i high-definition 
video. To compare, the Sunpak Camera/ 
Camcorder Starter Kit ($31.99; www 
.tocad.com) is a padded bag with a 
tripod and lens cleaning kit, and it is 
compatible with many digital cam- 
corders from a variety of manufacturers. 

As an added benefit, some of these kits 
are a good value; they can cost less than 
purchasing the components separately. 
Still, starter kits aren't for everyone. For 



Expand Your 
Accessory Kit 

Camcorder enthusiasts and ama- 
teurs alike can benefit from ac- 
cessories that may not come with 
your standard camcorder kit. Here 
are a few suggestions for additional 
items to consider. 

Memory card. If your camcorder 
can take still photos, it may require a 
memory card to store those photos. 
Check to see what type of card you 
need and then look for a compatible 
memory card. Like cameras, they each 
take different memory cards, and un- 
less they support SDHC, they're lim- 
ited to 2GB capacity cards, too. 

DVD burner. Once you've cap- 
tured the video, you'll want to pre- 
serve it. Back up your movies using 
a DVD burner. For instance, if you 
have a JVC Everio, you can use the 
JVC Everio Share Station CU-VD20 
($199.95; camcorder.jvc.com), which 
lets you burn a DVD of your movies 
even when a PC is unavailable. 

Tripod. Anyone who's watched 
home videos before knows how an- 
noying and distracting shaky video 
can be. Eliminate this shake by 
using a tripod. 



example, someone who uses her cam- 
corder on long camping trips might 
need an extended-length battery that 
the kit doesn't include. Regardless, it's 
worth looking at the kits while you're 
shopping. You never know, you might 
find a value that you can't pass up. \H 

by Jennifer Johnson 



First Glimpse / December 2007 45 



Digital Imaging 

Shopping Tips 

Buy A Digital Camcorder 



by Jennifer Johnson 



rom big events to everyday moments, a digital camcorder can 
help you preserve and share life's important memories. Shop- 
ping for a camcorder, however, is no easy task. We're here to 
help with a few things to keep in mind as you're shopping. 



What you intend to record will in- 
fluence the kind of camcorder you 
buy. If you are planning an extended 
visit to China, look for a hard drive- 
based model with plenty of re- 
cording time. On a road trip across 
the United States, you'll appreciate a 
lightweight camcorder that's easy to 
tote. When you need high-quality 
video and sound for school or work 
projects, look for an HD camcorder 
with all of the extras. 

After recording videos, you'll prob- 
ably want to share them with friends 
and family. If you want to play your 
movies in nearly any DVD player, 
look for a camcorder that records to 
mini DVD. If you want to email the 
video or upload it to the Web, a 
camcorder that connects to your PC 
and comes with software to upload 
and archive videos is a good option. 
Most camcorders can connect to a 
TV for playback, as well. USB 2.0 and 
FireWire ports on new TVs are a 
good way to connect a camcorder. If 
these connections aren't available, 
many camcorders come with a ca- 
ble that lets you connect to a TV's 
A/V port. 

As you shop, pay attention to the 
comfort, fit, and ease of use of the 
camcorder. Whenever possible, 
hold the camcorder in your hand 
and use the controls. Notice the 
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size of the buttons and location of 
controls; your kids and other family 
members may want to try their 
hand at being the director, too, so 
make sure the camcorder is easy 
enough for novices to use, too. 

If you don't want to haul both your 
digital camera and digital camcord- 
er to dance recitals and basketball 
games, look for a model that takes 
good still pictures. When shopping, 
ask the sales associate to show you 
images taken with the camcorder so 
you can see if the pictures will meet 
your needs. If you want to capture 
your son's expressions as he scores a 
goal in a soccer game, optical zoom 
is important. Higher zoom capabili- 
ties are better, but don't compare 
zoom capabilities across different 
types of camcorders; an HD cam- 
corder may offer a 10x optical zoom, 
whereas other camcorders may have 
40x or higher optical zoom. 

High-quality audio recording may be 
as important to you as high-quality 
video, so take note of the micro- 
phone on a digital camcorder. Some 
camcorders have a mic with a limited 
range; others have front-mounted 
mics that record in Dolby Digital. 
Camcorders with a microphone jack 
let you add an external mic for better 
sound quality than you would receive 
using an integrated mic. 



D What type of camcorder? 



□ DVD 

□ MiniDV 

□ Hard drive 


□ High Definition 
D Point & Shoot 

□ HI8 



□ What types of playback 
options are available? 

□ Mini DVD 

D Upload content to PC 

□ Corded connection to a TV 



D Are the controls 
easy to use? 

a Yes □ No 



D What features 
are important? 

D Ability to take still pictures 

□ Optical zoom 

D Image stabilization 



D Will the built-in mic 
meet my needs? 

□ Yes 

□ No, but I can add an external mic 

□ No 



□ Notes 



Ji 



Digital Cameras 

5 Must-Have Accessories 



D 



igital cameras capture the memories of events large and small in our lives, 
and the list of possible accessories is nearly endless. Here are five, though, 
that we find indispensable. B3 



by Kathryn Dolan 



Memory Cards 



A memory card full of pictures is a wonderful thing, unless it's too full to accept addi- 
tional pictures — especially pictures of your daughters and her friends as they go caroling 
around the neighborhood. Different digital cameras have different 
memory card slots, so make sure you know what kind of card your 
camera takes. If you don't know, visit the Memory Cards & Sticks 
page on Best Buy's Web site and click the Memory Card Finder 
link. From there, you'll be prompted to select from drop-down 
lists your Device, the Manufacturer, and the Model, and a page of 
specs will pop up telling you not only what kind of media your camera takes, but also 
detailing the manufacturers and cards (and capacities) available for your camera. 



ultra 
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Camera Case 



You'll find bags and cases in all sizes and with all levels of protection. If you've finally 

splurged and upgraded to the D-SLR you've had your eye on, you'll want 

a roomy case with plenty of padding so it protects your extra lenses. 

Make sure the bag has pockets that close with clasps, too, so you can 

tuck in a spare memory card or two. Plan ahead for your winter ski 

trip with a padded, nylon backpack, such as the Lowepro DryZone 

Rover ($269.99; www.lowepro.com), so you safely carry your camera 

without compromising your balance. And if your winter break in- 

stead includes a snorkeling trip to the warm waters of the Caribbean, 

you'll need waterproof housing for the camera. Know that water- 

proof cases are typically designed for specific cameras; one size does not 

fit all. Check the case's specs to make sure it fits your camera before buying it. 




External Storage 




Memory cards are great for short-term storage, but be- 
cause external storage devices are inexpensive and 
durable, it's a good idea to periodically offload 
the pictures from your memory card. If you'd rather 
not clutter up your PC's hard drive or you'd like a dedi- 
cated storage device solely for pictures, consider an ex- 
ternal hard drive, such as the 160GB Iomega EGo ($159.99; 
www.iomega.com). This lightweight USB 2.0 device is portable, too. 



Photo Printer 



The beauty of a digital camera and 
photo printer combo is that you end 
up printing only those pictures you re- 
ally want to keep. You don't have to 
print those spooky-looking photos of 
your red-eyed dog or 
the accidental pic- 
tures of your 
finger. With 
PictBridge- 
compatible 
printers, you 
won't have to 
offload your pictures onto your com- 
puter before printing them, either, un- 
less you'd like to edit them first. 




Power Supply 



Whether your camera takes AA bat- 
teries or rechargeables, make sure you 
have an adequate supply so you don't 
miss photo opportunities as a result of 
dead batteries. If you have recharge- 
able batteries, make sure your camera 
case (or carry-on) has room for your 
charger, too. When you're traveling 
overseas, check the power supply 
where you are 
visiting, making 
sure you'll have 
the necessary 
adaptors for 
your charger, 
so you don't 
accidentally 
fry it. Tuck in an extra 
set of AA batteries for your point- 
and-shoot digital camera, although 
you'd be hard pressed to find a desti- 
nation too remote for a store that 
stocks AA batteries. 
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Digital 
Cameras 

Top 5 Things To Know 




igital camera prices have 
dropped dramatically in 
the last few years, but that 
doesn't mean buying your 
first — or even second — 
digital camera is an in- 
significant investment. Here are some 
important things to keep in mind as you 
shop; they'll help you make informed de- 
cisions when choosing a digicam. 



l 



Optical Zoom Range 



What is the optical zoom range of the 
lens? You'll only want to pay attention 
to optical zoom range; don't count the 
digital zoom, which does nothing more 
than crop the image to make it appear 
"closer" and may degrade image qual- 
ity. A zoom goes from wide angle, which 
is good for landscapes, to telephoto, 
which is good for photographing dis- 
tant subjects. Although most point- 
and-shoot cameras offer limited options 
in wide angle, there are many choices 
for telephoto. Choose a zoom that best 
fits your needs. 



Z LCD Size 

What is the size and resolution of the 
LCD? Although a 2-inch LCD is perfect- 
ly usable, most digital cameras are 
equipped with 2.5-inch or even 3-inch 
LCDs, which generally make it easier to 
compose a shot, read camera menus, 
and review images. On the downside, 
larger LCDs will drain batteries faster 
than smaller ones. Also, check the LCD 



resolution in pixels; 115,000 is usable, 
but 235,000 will be sharper. 



O Print Sizes 

How many megapixels does the camera 
have, or, more importantly, what is the 
largest size print that can be made from 
that camera? More megapixels doesn't 
necessarily mean you'll get better pic- 
tures, but a camera's megapixel count 
does affect how large you can print an 
image. If you don't plan on making large 
prints, then getting a camera with extra 
megapixels will be a waste of money and 
storage space (more megapixels mean 
larger file sizes, which will quickly fill up 
your media card). To determine how 
many megapixels you need, figure out 
how large you want to print your im- 
ages. The rule of thumb is to multiply 
the dimensions (in inches) of the print 
you'd like to make by either 300ppi 
(pixels per inch) or 200ppi. The ppi indi- 
cates the print resolution of the image, 
and either 300ppi or 200ppi will produce 
a good print. To make an 8x10 print at 
200ppi, you'll need a file that measures 
1,600 x 2,000 pixels or a 3.2MP camera 
(1,600 x 2,000 = 3,200,000). Using the 
same math, the ideal camera resolution 
for an 8x10 print at 300ppi is 7.2MP. 



*4 Battery Requirements 

There are two things to keep in mind 
when it comes to batteries: battery type 
and battery life. Many digicams use pro- 
prietary, rechargeable Li-Ion batteries and 



come with a charger, whereas other cam- 
eras include one-time use AA batteries. 
While AA batteries are ubiquitous, alka- 
line and other nonrechargeable batteries 
will need to be discarded and replaced. 
A more economical, environmentally 
sound solution is to use NiMH recharge- 
able AA batteries and a charger. Your 
camera's battery life is generally rated 
according to CIPA (Camera & Imaging 
Products Association) standards, which 
will give you the average amount of 
photos you can shoot on one charge. 
CIPA ratings can be found on manufac- 
turers' Web sites, and the higher the 
rating a camera has, the better. 



O Media Card 

What type of media card does the 
camera use? Most digital cameras — 
including sub-$1,000 digital SLRs — use 
SD cards, which come in different ca- 
pacities and speeds. The number of im- 
ages you can fit on a card depends on 
the camera's megapixel count and the 
resolution or quality level you select 
when shooting. Determine the max- 
imum number of images you want to 
put on the card; that will help decide 
what capacity card you need. Also, find 
out if the card is SDHC (Secure Digital 
High Capacity)-compatible and will 
work with high-capacity (4GB) SD cards. 
Only cameras with an SDHC designa- 
tion (available on most manufacturers' 
Web sites) are capable of using a card 
with more than a 2GB capacity. B3 

by Theano Nikitas 
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Digital Imaging 

Glossary 



re you confused about what that lingo on camera boxes means? Use 
this glossary to help decode the world of digital photography. 



aperture — An iris-like diaphragm open- 
ing that can expand and contract the lens 
to let you control the amount of light 
that passes through it, thus affecting the 
exposure. The term "f-stop" is used inter- 
changeably with aperture. 

burst mode — Where the camera can 
take several shots (up to 10) consecu- 
tively, usually in one second. 

CCD — Charge-coupled device, which is 
the camera's image-sensing component. 
It converts light into energy that can be 
stored as digital data on your camera. 

depth of field — The area that is in focus 
in front of and beyond the subject of 
your photo. 

digital zoom — Magnifying an image dig- 
itally by cropping it and filling in the rest 
with interpolated pixels, thus degrading 
the quality. Even if the numbers are im- 
pressive, never choose a camera based 
on digital zoom. 

f-stop — See aperture. Smaller f-stop 
numbers mean a wider lens opening; 
larger f-stop numbers mean a narrower 
lens opening. 

ISO — For digital cameras, the ISO set- 
ting measures the sensitivity to light 
(similar to how it does with film). Dig- 
ital camera ISO settings, such as 200, 
400, etc., should capture photos as if 
one were using film with such a speed. 
Lower ISO settings mean you need 
more light, and vice versa. 



LCD — The screen on the back of the 
camera that lets you see a live-action 
view of your subject, your photo after 
you've taken it, or both. 

lens — The apparatus on the front of the 
camera that gathers and directs light 
toward the imaging device. In a digital 
camera, the lens probably has both an 
optical and digital zoom. 

megapixel — Approximately 1 million 
pixels. The higher the megapixel count, 
the higher the resolution and the more 
you can crop, which means (in general) 
better-quality photos. 

memory card — Because digital cameras 
have very little onboard memory, they 
need a flash memory card to store 
more than a dozen or so images. The 
type of memory card you need de- 
pends on your camera make and 
model. Some of the most popular 
memory cards are Secure Digital, 
MultiMediaCard, Compact Flash, and 
Sony Memory Sticks. In general, mem- 
ory cards are quite small. 

noise — The small statistical variations 
among pixels that lead to (usually) 
minor distortions of color in a photo. 

optical zoom — The ability to move the 
lens physically closer to your subject. 
With optical zoom, the higher the 
number (such as 5X or 10X), the 
better. When choosing a camera, al- 
ways consider the optical zoom, not 
the digital zoom. 




resolution — The number of pixels in 
an image. The higher the resolution, 
the more detail and quality in a photo. 
Resolution is measured in a proportion 
(such as 2,272 x 1,704). 

shutter — A mechanism that opens and 
closes to allow light to pass through 
the lens. You can usually control the 
camera's shutter speed. 

shutter speed — The length of time a 
camera's shutter is open to let light 
through the lens to hit the sensor, which 
records the image. This is expressed in 
fractions of a second: For instance, a 
shutter speed of 1/250 means that the 
shutter speed is 1 /250th of a second. 

viewfinder — The small opening in the 
camera that the user looks through to 
frame a shot. Some digital cameras 
don't have a viewfinder and rely on 
using an LCD to frame the shot. 

white balance — Light levels are adjusted 
electronically to ensure whites in a cer- 
tain environment are pure, leading to 
more lifelike colors. White balance can 
usually be manually adjusted, too. 
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Which Camera Is Best For You? 



f you're a little confused about the most important features in a digital camera, you're not alone. In this chart, we compare 
features from select digital cameras available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com), and we also explain what these features 
mean. If that still has you cross-eyed, we recommend models for certain lifestyles. 



Compact 



What It Is 



What It Means 



Canon PowerShot 
SD870 IS 



Canon PowerShot 
SD1000 



Kodak EasyShare 
Z812IS 



Resolution 

Optical zoom 

Memory card 

LCD size 

Battery life 

ISO 



In general, more pixels 
mean bigger, clearer prints 



Moves the lens physically 
closer to your subject 

Removable card that stores 
your photos in your camera 

The LCD is the display on 
the back of the camera 

Based on how many shots you 
can take on a single charge 



Light sensitivity; the higher 
the ISO, the greater the 
ability to take photos in 
low-light situations 

Print sizes up to 

(at 240ppi) 

Perfect for 



MSRP 



8MP 



3.8X 



7.1MP 



SD/SDHC/MMC 



3 inches 



170 shots 



Auto; Manual: 80, 
100,200,400,800, 
1,600 



10x13 inches 



Style-conscious 
photographers 
who want a top- 
of-the-line com- 
pact camera 

$399.99 




8469212 



3X 



SD/SDHC 



2.5 inches 



150 shots 



Auto; Manual: 80, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 1,600 



9x12 inches 



First-time digital 
camera users who 
are looking for a 
good starter shooter 



$199.99 






8266164 



8.2MP 



12X 



SD/SDHC/MMC 



2.5 inches 



N/A 



Auto; Manual: 64, 100, 
200, 400, 800, 1,600, 
3,200 



10x13 inches 



A great 'tween cam- 
era if you've outgrown 
your point-and-shoot 
but don't want a D- 
SLR yet 

$299.99 




8473449 
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D-SLR 





Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC-W80 


Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC-7200 


Canon Digital Rebel 
XTi 


Nikon D40x 


Olympus Evolt 
E-510 




7.2MP 


8.1MP 


10.1MP 


10.2MP 


10MP 




3X 


5X 


EF-S18-55mmf/3.5- 
22* 


18-55mmf/3.5-f/5.6ED 
AF-S DX Zoom-Nikkor lens* 


2 Zuiko Digital 
zoom lenses* 




Memory Stick 
Duo/PRO Duo 


Memory Stick 
Duo/PRO Duo 


CompactFlash 


SD/SDHC 


CompactFlash/Micro- 
drive/xD-Picture Card 




2.5 inches 


3.5 inches 


2.5 inches 


2.5 inches 


2.5 inches 




325 images 


250 images 


300 images 


470 images 


650 images 




Auto; Manual: 100, 
200, 400, 800, 1,600, 
3,200 


Auto; Manual: 80, 
100,200,400,800, 
1,600, 3,200 


Auto; Manual: 100, 
200, 400, 800, 1,600 


Auto; Manual: 100, 
200, 400, 800, 1,600 


Auto; Manual: 80, 
100,200,400,800, 
1,600 



9x12 inches 



Users who love shar- 
ing their photos, ei- 
ther on their TV or 
with paper prints 



$229.99 




8233681 



10x13 inches 



Users who love on- 
board cropping and 
editing, as well as lots 
of handy features 



$399.99 




8440234 



10x16 inches 



Confident camera 
users experienced 
with using D-SLRs 



$899.99 




7989901 



10x16 inches 



A newbie to the 
D-SLR arena 



$749.95 



IJ^J 



8288293 



10x16 inches 



D-SLR users who 
want a good bal- 
ance of auto and 
manual controls 



$999.99 




8359046 
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Which Digital Camcorder Is Right For You? 



D 



igital camcorders come in a number of formats: DVD, hard drive, MiniDV, and high definition are the most common. By 
comparing the following digital camcorders available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com), you can determine which format 
and product best fit your style. 

DVD Hard Drive 



What It Is 


What It Means 


Samsung 
SGDC575 


1 
Canon HR10 


Panasonic 
SDR-H18 


LCD screen size 


Diagonal length of viewing 
screen 


2.7 inches 


2.7 inches 


2.7 inches 


Optical zoom 


The number of times the lens can 
enlarge or reduce the field of view; 
the better type of zoom 


26X 


10X 


32X 


Digital zoom 


The number of times the camcorder 
can magnify a portion of an image; 
may result in loss of resolution 


1,200X 


200X 


1,000X 


Recording speeds 


The type of speed and (if avail- 
able) maximum amount of time 
that can be recorded in each 


XP 
SP 
LP 


XP+ 
XP 
SP 
LP 


XP 
SP 
LP 


Memory card 


Type of flash memory cards com- 
patible with the camcorder (cards 
not included unless noted) 


SD/MMC 


miniSD 


SD/SDHC 


Digital still resolution 


The number of megapixels 
the camcorder can capture in 
still images 


1MP 


2.07MP 


5MP 


Lines of resolution 


Number of lines of horizontal res- 
olution; the higher the number, 
the greater the detail 


510 


1,080 


540 


Weight 


Weight of the camcorder 
(without battery, unless noted) 


12.8 ounces 


1.2 pounds 


14.4 ounces 


Perfect for 


Learning to shoot 
on an inexpensive 
camcorder 


HD movie buffs 


Beginners who 
don't want to 
mess with discs 
or cassettes 


Coolest feature 


Image stabilization 
keeps video still 
when your hands 
are shaky 


HDMI connector 
lets you output 
HD video 


High-speed USB 
port lets you 
transfer video 
quickly 


MSRP 


$399.99 


$1,199.99 


$499.95 




8264914 






€ra 




8408118 


8240968 
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High Definiti 



on 



Hard Drive 



MiniDV 



JVC Everio Hybrid 
Camera GZ-MG1 55 



Sony Handycam 
HDR-SR5 



JVC Everio HD 
GZ-HD7 



Canon HG10 
HD Camcorder 



Canon HV20 
HD Camcorder 



2.7 inches 



32X 



800X 



Ultra 
Fine 
Norm 
Eco 

SD 



1.07MP 



540 



11.2 ounces 



Those who appreci- 
ate some in-camera 
editing features 

Its size; it's small, 
making it easy to 
hold and operate 



$599.99 




2.7 inches 



10X 



80X 



XP 
HQ 
SP 
LP 



Memory Stick Duo 
and Pro 



4MP 



1,080 (i) 



1.2 pounds 



Those who want 
an easy-to-use high- 
definition camcorder 

5.1 -channel surround- 
sound for excellent 
audio 



$1,099.99 




2.7 inches 



10X 



200X 



HQ-VBR 

LT-VBR 

CBR 

SD 



2.1MP 



1,080 



14.4 ounces 



Anyone who loves 
high-def shooting 



The ability to play 
back video in true 
high definition 



$1,699.95 






2.7 inches 



10X 



200X 



XP+ 
XP 
SP 
LP 

miniSD 



3.1MP 



1,080 



1.1 pounds (without 
lens and battery pack) 

Those who don't 
want to carry re- 
cording media 

A built-in HDMI ter- 
minal ensures your 
HD video won't de- 
grade during transfers 

$2,198 




2.7 inches 



10X 



200X 



SP 
LP 



miniSD 



3.1MP 



1,080 



1.1 pounds 



Anyone who loves to 
combine form and 
function 

HD CMOS sensor cap- 
tures HD video on the 
40GB hard drive in vi- 
brant color 

$999 




8219732 



8346159 



8225066 



8495791 



8220061 
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Which Photo Printer Is Right For You? 

If you print digital photos at home frequently, or would like to, then a dedicated photo printer may be a better option than an 
all-in-one. Photo printers at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com) offer a variety of features in a wide range of prices. 



What It Is 



What It Means 



Epson 
PictureMate Dash 



Lexmark X6570 



Lexmark X9350 



Photo print speed 

Resolution 

Ink cartridges 

Paper sizes 

PC-free printing 
Memory card 



Wireless connectivity 



Dimensions 



How fast it can print 
one image 

Dots per inch (or dpi) — the 
more, the better 

How many cartridges the 
printer uses 

Sizes of paper compatible 
with the printer 



The ability to print images 
directly from camera 



37 seconds 
(4x6) 

5,760 x 1,440 



N/A 



4,800 x 1,200 



22 seconds 
(4x6) 

4,800x1,200 



Wallet, passport, 
2x2, 3x3, 4x6, and 



more 



Yes 



4x6, 5x7, letter, 
legal, index card, 
A4 letter, and more 



Yes 



A, A4, 3x5, 4x6, 4x8, 
4x12,5x7,6x9,8x10, 
and more 

Yes 



Type of memory card the 
computer can accept and 
recognize 



The ability to communicate with 
other peripherals with no wires 

Height x width x depth 



Perfect for 



Coolest feature 



MSRP 



CompactFlash, 
Microdrive, Mem- 
oryStick, SD, SDHC, 
MMC, xD-Picture 
Card 

Yes, with optional 
Bluetooth adapter 

8.7x6.5x9.1 
inches 

Photographers 
who want to 
print on the road 

3.6-inch LCD 
photo viewer 



$99.99 




8452569 



CompactFlash, 
Microdrive, Mem- 
oryStick/Pro, SD, 
MMC, xD-Picture 
Card 

Yes 



11.8x17.9x21.1 
inches 

Home-office users that 
need an MFD to print 
high-quality photos 

Lexmark Productivity 
Studio lets you edit 
photos with ease 

$149.99 




8472084 



CompactFlash I & II, 
SD, MMC, Memory 
Stick/Pro, xD Picture 
Card, Microdrive, and 
others with adapters 

Yes 



10.6x18.3x15.1 
inches 

Networked home 
office with photo 
printing needs 

Wireless printing 
(802.1 1g/b) 



$249.99 




8339452 
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Canon Selphy 
CP740 



HP PhotoSmart 
D7260 



HP PhotoSmart 
D7460 



HP PhotoSmart 
Pro B8350 



Kodak EasyShare 
5300AINn-One 



51 seconds (4x6) 



300 x 300 



2.13,3.39,4x6,4x8, 
and more 



Yes 



Compact Flash, mul- 
tiple MMC formats, 
xD-picture card, SD, 
SDHC, and more 



Yes, with optional 
Bluetooth adapter 

2.5x7x5 inches 



Photographers who 
want to print any- 
where 

Optional battery- 
powered printing 



$99.99 




36 seconds (4x6) 



4,800 x 1,200 



10 seconds (4x6) 



4,800 x 1,200 



26 seconds (4x6) 



4,800 x 1,200 



28 seconds (4x6) 



4,800 x 1,200 



Letter, legal, 4x6, 5x7, 
8x10, iron-on transfers, 
banners, and more 



Yes 



Letter, legal, 4x6, 5x7, 
8x10, panoramic, and 
more 

Yes 



Legal, letter, 3x5, 4x6, 
5x7,8x10,11x14, 
13x9, and more 

No 



A, A4, 3x5, 4x6, 4x8, 
4x12,5x7,6x9,8x10, 
11x14 

Yes 



Compact Flash I & II, 
MMC, SD, Memory 
Stick/Duo, Smart- 
Media, xD-Picture 
Card 

Yes, with optional 
Bluetooth adapter 

5.7x5.1x17.1 inches 



Those who want a 
small, unobtrusive 
photo printer 

Easy print control via 
3.5-inch touchscreen 
LCD 

$149.99 



CompactFlash, 
Memory Stick/Duo, 
MultiMediaCard, 
SD, SmartMedia, xD- 
Picture Card 

Yes, with optional 
Bluetooth adapter 

9.3x18.2x19.7 inches 



Network users who 
need high-quality 
prints 

Six individual ink car- 
tridges help cut ink 
replacement costs 

$199.99 



No 



No 



16.1x22.6x7.33 inches 



An office that needs 
a reliable printer with 
photo abilities 

Prints borderless 
13x9 photos in less 
than two minutes 

$349.99 



CompactFlash, SD, 
MMC, Memory Stick, 
Memory Stick Pro, 
xD- Picture Card, 
Microdrive 

Yes 



8.8x18.8x14.7 inches 



A home-office user 
on a budget 



Photo prints cost 10 
cents with Kodak Value 
Pack (not included) 

$199.99 



"IT - 



8495853 



8353845 






8489049 



7945389 



8250304 
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computers 




A 



Holiday Gifts For The 

Computer Lover 

Whether It's A PC Or Notebook, Make Their 
Experience Better Than Ever 



s the temperatures plummet this holiday season, give all the computer lovers in your life more reasons to grab some hot 
cocoa and curl up next to their computers. With all the innovative, fun computer accessories out there, there are few limits 
to where your computer can take you. by Tessa Warner Breneman 




We're well past the days of only being 
able to use a computer for practical 
working purposes. With all the acces- 
sories available, it's much more of an 
entertaining multimedia experience 
that engages all of your senses. For in- 
stance, you don't have to venture out 
into the chilly weather to visit your 
friends and family far away — or the 
ones that are just next door. With 
Logitech's QuickCam Pro 9000 Web 
cam ($99.99; www.logitech.com), you 
can connect with the people you care 
about from the comfort of your home 
office. This Web cam offers Carl Zeiss 
optics and HD video, so you'll be able 
to see people almost as well as if they 
were sitting right across from you in the 
same room. Additionally, you won't 
have to go to great lengths to ad- 
just the lighting in your room to get 
great picture clarity; the Web cam's 
RightLight 2 technology will adjust 



to compensate for dimly lit back- 
grounds. And to really add to your 
conversations, you can use hundreds 
of avatars or create face accessories 
to express your mood and reflect 
your personality. 

Although it's fun to use PCs for play, 
you also need accessories that can help 
you get through your work. Many orga- 
nizations are using paperless systems to 
decrease their environ- 
mental impact and save 
money. As a result, you 
may find yourself among 
the masses who deal with 
lengthy online documents. 
The Logitech LX7 Cordless 
Optical Mouse ($39.99; 
www.logitech.com) can 
help you quickly scroll 
through all those docu- 
ments. With its Forward/ 




Logitech LX7 Cordless 
Optical Mouse 



Back buttons and Tilt Wheel Plus Zoom, 
you'll be able to navigate quickly, with- 
out a mouse cord getting in your way. 
And, for those who spend plenty of 
time at their computer, the LX7's com- 
fortable grip and different battery con- 
servation options (such as on/off and 
standby modes) make this mouse a 
working companion that won't get in 
your way. 



A good set of speakers is 
ideal for adding back- 
ground music while you 
study or showing a buddy 
your favorite YouTube 
clip. The Klipsch Groove 
PM20 Speakers ($99.99; 
www.klipsch.com) offer 
you an outlet for show- 
casing your computer's 
multimedia collection. 
This two-speaker set has a 
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chic, stylish 
design that 
will blend in 
well with the 
overall look 
of your home- 
office setup. 
The speakers' 
magnetic 
shield guard 
will prevent in- 
terference 
when placed next to other electronics 
such as your TV or computer. And, if 
you want to listen to music privately 
while you work on the computer, the 
Klipsch Groove PM20 Speakers have a 
headphone jack, along with an aux- 
iliary input for use with other de- 
vices such as your TV, MP3 player, or 
DVD player. 



Klipsch Groove 
PM20 Speakers 





Notebooks often have great multimedia 
features, so you can enjoy all your music 
and videos on your laptop. Your periph- 
eral audio accessories are limited, how- 
ever, due to the number of USB ports 
your notebook provides. With the Tar- 
gus Universal Docking Station w/ Digital 
Audio ($99.99; www.targus.com), you'll 
have enough USB ports to create your 
own home-theater experience, including 
two USB ports that provide 
twice the power of standard 
USB ports. When you want to 
watch your favorite movie, hook 
your notebook up to the Uni- 
versal Docking Station, add your 
audio peripherals — such as a 
speaker system — and you're 
ready to enjoy your flick with 
surround-sound quality audio. 




reflection of your unique personality. 
With a Skinit Laptop Skin ($29.99; www 
.skinit.com), you can set yourself and 
your notebook apart from the crowd. 
Choose from categories such as sports, 
music, or video games or upload per- 
sonal photographs of your pets, friends, 
or family, so you'll be reminded of the 
sweeter things in life as you plug away at 
your projects. Scotchprint graphics 
along with 3M Comply Ad- 
hesive technology will provide 
you with a durable cover that 
won't leave residue on your 
notebook after you remove 
the skin. This will give you the 
opportunity to change your 
Skinit Laptop Skin as your in- 
terests change. 




As often as you are seen with 
your notebook, it should be a 



Targus Universal 
Docking Station 
w/ Digital Audio 



As you head out the door in 
the morning, it can be difficult 
to juggle everything you'll need 



Wenger Impulse 
Computer Case 



for the day — 
especial- 
ly with your 
notebook in hand. While you may have a 
case for your notebook, it might be nec- 
essary to get something that can accom- 
modate all your important documents 
and files, as well. The Wenger Impulse 
Computer Case ($52.99; www.wengerna 
.com) can help get you organized, and it's 
also comfortable and stylish. Most 15.4- 
inch widescreen notebooks will fit into 
the case, and there are Velcro straps that 
help secure your notebook into place. 
Because you'll be trying to handle other 
devices besides your laptop, Wenger 
added compartments for your phone 
and MP3 player, as well. 
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Send your mom to work in style with 
the chic, classy Patent PVC Tote from Liz 
Claiborne ($79.99; www.bestbuy.com). 
This tote is both stunning and func- 
tional. It provides a fashionable, red, 
padded removable laptop sleeve with 
handles if you want to lighten your load 
and all you want to carry is your note- 
book. Plus, there are multiple interior 
pockets for all your mobile devices, 
notes, and personal items. Its interior is 
roomy enough to fit legal-sized docu- 
ments, and it has a center pocket with a 
zipper to help keep you organized when 
you're on the go. Additionally, Best Buy 
offers matching cell phone, digicam, and 
iPod cases that complement this tote. 




Your multitasking dad needs accessories 
for his PC that can keep up with his busy 
lifestyle. When it's time to print pictures 
at home, he shouldn't have to sacrifice 
speed for quality. The HP Photosmart 
D7260 Printer ($149.99; www.hp.com) 
lets you print photos with resolutions up 



to 4,800 x 1,200 optimized dpi and 1,200 
x 1,200 input dpi. Plus, it can print all 
types of documents, from colorful charts 
and graphs to text files. The D7260 pro- 
duces 34ppm (pages per minute) in black 
and 33ppm in color, and it prints Web 
pages without cutting the edges off. Also, 



the Photosmart printer has built-in 
memory card slots supporting Compact- 
Flash I and II, Memory Stick, Memory 
Stick Duo, MultiMediaCard, Secure Dig- 
ital, SmartMedia, and xD-Picture, and it 
comes with Photosmart Essential photo- 
editing software, as well. 




Students are always on the go, often 
needing to access information from dif- 
ferent locations and computers. But, 
they don't want to have to drag every- 
thing with them all over campus. Geek 
Squad's 4GB USB 2.0 Micro Flash Drive 
($68.99; www.bestbuy.com) is U3 smart 
enabled, letting students take both their 



data and applications with them. The 
U3 technology means the flash drive 
comes preloaded with CruzerSync, 
which synchronizes emails, contacts, 
calendars, and other personal files; 
SignupShield for password protection; 
Skype; and Avast antivirus software. At 
4GB, it can store documents for class 



and photos to share with the family 
while on holiday breaks. It also has a re- 
tractable USB connector that will allow 
your student to hook it on a keychain 
so she can carry it with her anywhere 
she goes. • 
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Shopping Tips 

A Laptop Computer 



by Marty Sems 






ou love all the things your desktop computer lets you do, but 
you can't take it with you. And you love the freedom your smart- 
phone provides, but you can't stand trying to type on those little 
keys. What you need is the portable power of a notebook com- 
puter. Tear out this page to help you shop for one. 



The key to buying a laptop is finding 
a balance between power and battery 
life. Put simply, the faster the note- 
book and the bigger the screen, the 
less time you'll be able to use it be- 
tween recharging sessions. If you 
want to use office applications on a 
plane or watch an entire DVD on bat- 
tery power, look into a "thin and 
light" model or a UMPC (ultra-mo- 
bile PC). If you want to transcode 
video or play the latest games, look 
into a heavier "desktop replacement" 
or gaming laptop (and plan to hang 
out near AC power outlets). 

If you're a movie buff and you travel a 
lot, consider spending a little more 
on a notebook that can play BD (Blu- 
ray Disc) or HD DVD movies. You'll 
need a widescreen monitor with at 
least 1,280 x 720 resolution, however, 
or these discs won't look any better 
than lower-resolution DVDs. Don't 
expect long battery life during BD or 
HD DVD playback, either. These for- 
mats require a lot more video pro- 
cessing than DVD. 

We won't make a recommendation 
about how fast the processor should 
be in GHz (gigahertz), as you may 
prefer a modest CPU in order to max- 
imize battery life. However, we do 
strongly urge you to choose a dual- 
core processor in order to make your 



D What type/size of screen? 



laptop as sprightly as it can be. 
Specify at least 1GB of RAM if you're 
buying a model with Windows XP 
and 2GB of RAM for Windows Vista 


□ 13.3-inch 

□ 15.4-inch 

□ 17-inch 

□ 20.1-inch 


□ Widescreen 
(16:10) 

□ Standard (4:3) 


or Mac OS X. 


^_ 





The more hard drive space you buy, 
the better. On the other hand, some 
drives are faster than others. A 
7,200rpm hard drive will speed things 
up compared to a 5,400rpm or 
4,200rpm model (again, at the cost of 
battery life). However, exciting new 
storage mechanisms such as hybrid 
drives and SSDs (solid-state disks) 
offer faster performance and power 
savings at the same time. Hybrid 
drives currently require Vista to take 
advantage of their combination of 
flash memory and spinning hard 
disks. Solid-state disks, which are very 
expensive but fast with virtually any 
operating system, are entirely made 
of flash memory. Laptops with hybrid 
drives are just beginning to ship at 
press time, although it may be a while 
before you see them or SSD note- 
books on store shelves. 

Finally, look for other features you 
want, such as a Web cam, a good 
software bundle, and a long war- 
ranty. And make sure that the built- 
in wireless networking features 
WPA (Wi-Fi Protected Access) or 
WPA2 security. 



□ Which operating system? 

□ Windows XP 

□ Windows Vista 

□ Mac OS X (Apple notebooks) 



] What type of processor? 

□ Single-core □ Dual-core 



□ How much RAM? 

□ 512MB □ 1GB □ 2GB 



□ What type/size 
of hard drive? 

□ 80GB □ 320GB 

□ 120GB □ Hybrid 

□ 160GB □ SSD (solid-state 

□ 240GB disk) 



D Notes 
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Leave It To The PC Pros 



Best Buy's 




Can Get It Done 



Today's computers can handle your 
entertainment, financial, shop- 
ping, communication, and busi- 
ness needs like never before. But from 
the moment you power on your new 
PC, you'll have to fight spyware, viruses, 
and online predators; troubleshoot and 
repair error messages; configure new 
and old hardware and software; and 
regularly install updates and patches. 
Aren't computers great? 

Send In The Geeks 

Like g-men with pocket protectors, 
the agents of Best Buy's Geek Squad 
(www.bestbuy.com/geeksquad) are 
there to handle all of your PC setup, 
repair, and installation needs. 

New PC setup and security. The Geek 
Squad agents can streamline your system 
with over 100 in-depth tweaks, install 
and configure security software and 
other software updates, get rid of unnec- 
essary software that comes preloaded on 



Available Services 

If it involves your computer, Best 
Buy's Geek Squad can help. The 
following is a list of the computer 
services your local Geek Squad 
agents can sort out. And they 
even make house calls. 

• Set up and secure your computer 

• Perform repairs and upgrades 

• Protect and save your data 

• A la carte services 



your computer, create a restore CD, and 
even offer secure online storage. 

Repairs and upgrades. Best Buy's team 
can also unfreeze locked systems, recover 
data from crashes, and improve poor 
performance. The Geek Squad's basic ser- 
vice fixes software, removes viruses and 
spyware, and cleans your PC. You can up- 
grade to get security and privacy soft- 
ware installed and configured, and you 
can hire the Geek Squad to upgrade your 
operating system. 

Wireless networking. If you want to 
communicate more efficiently among 
multiple computers, the Geek Squad 
can help you accomplish that, as well 
as with setting up a PC network in your 
home; connecting two network-ca- 
pable devices (such as gaming consoles, 



desktop and laptop computers, print 
servers, and more); and even with se- 
curing your wireless network. 

Data protection. If you have data you 
just can't lose (and we all do), the Geek 
Squad offers both a one-time backup 
service and an automated backup ser- 
vice. The squad can clean and remove 
sensitive files from a hard drive you're 
planning to sell or discard. 

Who You Gonna Call? 

Once you've made the decision to buy 
a new PC, you aren't on your own to 
keep it working. Just call your friendly 
local Geek. IZ3 

by Andrew Leibman 



Price Breakdown 

ro get your PC in tip-top shape, Best Buy's Geek Squad offers a range of ser- 
vices that are guaranteed to help you get the most out of your computer. 

Standard Security and Performance Package: $129 (in-store); $229 (in-home) 

Advanced Security and Performance: $149 (in-store); $249 (in-home) 

Premium Security and Performance: $199 (in-store); $299 (in-home) 

Advanced Diagnostic and Repair: $199 (in-store); $249 (in-home) 

Advanced Diagnostic, Repair, and Prevention: $299 (in-store); $349 (in-home) 

Operating System Upgrade (software not included): $129 (in-store); 

$249 (in-home) 

Network Installation (two devices or computers): $159 (in-home) 

Single PC Networking Installation: $89 (in-home) 

Wireless Security Setup: $59 (in-home); $49 (remote) 

One-Time Data Backup/Transfer: $99 (in-store); $229 (in-home) 

Automated Data Backup: $129 (in-store); $249 (in-home) 

Clean and Remove: $59 (in-store) 
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Notebooks 

5 Must- Have Accessories 



laptop is a big investment, and now that you've taken the plunge, it's 
time to decide what you need to go along with your shiny new pur- 
chase. We've rounded up five of our favorite accessories that every 
laptop owner should add to her shopping list. 



replace your desktop's mouse can be 
less than ideal. If you prefer the conve- 
nience of a mouse, check out Logitech's 
VX Nano Cordless Laser Mouse for 
Notebooks ($69.99; www.logitech.com). 
The sleek design makes it easy to trans- 
port, and the USB receiver is small 
enough to leave plugged in, meaning 
your mouse is ready when you are. 





1 Laptop Bag: After investing 
in a laptop, the first thing you 
need to consider is how you're going to 
protect it. You bought a laptop for the 
convenience of mobility, so it's impor- 
tant to invest in a good case. Cases are 
available in a multitude of styles and 
colors, so you're sure to find one that 
meets your needs. One good option is 
the Targus Notepac Plus Carrying Case 
($59.99; www.targus.com), which is a 
classic messenger bag-style case that's 
compatible with any laptop up to 15.4 
inches and still has room to store all of 
your accessories and paperwork. 

2 Cordless Mouse: while 
laptops are great for 
working on the go, the 
pointing stick (that little 
nub in the middle of 
the keyboard that al- 
lows you to navigate 
the pointer on-screen) 
and/or touchpad that 





Q Surge Protector: Plugging your 

KJ desktop's power cord into a surge 
protector was probably a no-brainer. 
But have you taken the same precau- 
tion with your laptop? Surge protectors 
ensure that the electrical current run- 
ning to the device(s) attached to it 
doesn't exceed acceptable levels. A 
sudden spike in electricity can destroy a 
laptop, so taking the time to plug in to 
one every time is worth the few sec- 
onds it takes. Surge protectors designed 
specifically for laptops, such as 
the Rocketfish Notebook 
Surge Protector ($27.99; 
www.rocketfishprod 
ucts.com), are sleek in 
design, making them 
easy to pack away in 
your laptop bag. 




4 USB Hub: USB ports are necessary 
for connecting all sorts of elec- 
tronic goodies to your computer, but 
what if you have more gadgets than 
ports? A USB hub, such as Dynex's 
4-Port USB 2.0 Hub ($19.99; www 
.dynex.com), is an affordable way to 
ensure you can connect all your pe- 
ripherals. In addition to giving you 
more ports, cords to items such as a 
digital camera or MP3 player can be 
left plugged in on your desk, so they're 
ready to go next time you use 
your laptop. 

5 Extra Battery: We love laptops 
for their portability— they let us 
work without being tied to a desk. But 
that flexibility is limited to how long 
the battery holds a charge. Having an 




extra 

battery on hand 
that's powered and 
ready to go gives you 
the ability to work longer, 
without having to find an 
outlet. Batteries vary from laptop to 
laptop, but with your model number 
in hand, you can find a replacement 
for any brand. \H 

by Joy Martin 
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Computers 

Top 5 Things To Know 



o matter what your skill level, there are a few ba- 
sics you should know in order to enjoy the most 
productive, safest computing experience pos- 
sible. Here are our Top 5. 




1 Prevent data loss. If you're in the 
market for a new computer, it's 
smart to know exactly what ex- 
tras you're going to want or need to go 
with your big purchase. Besides the 
keyboard, mouse, monitor, and tower, 
you'll want to get a good surge pro- 
tector. This will keep your new invest- 
ment safe from damage as a result of a 
power outage or electrical surge. Even 
better than a surge protector, a UPS 
(uninterruptible power supply) has a 
backup battery that will keep power 
flowing smoothly for a few minutes 
after an outage. This will give you time 
to save your work and properly shut 
down the computer to avoid data loss. 

2 Protect yourself. If you plan to 
go online, antivirus and firewall 
software are two must-haves for 
computer protection. There are many 
third-party products available for both 
antivirus and firewall protection, but you 
may elect to use built-in programs such 
as Windows XP's firewall or Vista's 
Windows Security Center. (Built-in an- 
tivirus is not available with WinXP or 
Vista.) Regardless of what protective 
software you decide to use, make sure 
you keep it enabled and set to the pro- 
duct's recommended settings. The trick 



to ensuring your firewall and antivirus do 
their jobs is that you have to keep them 
up-to-date. Most programs have a meth- 
od for allowing you to manually (or your 
computer to automatically) check for up- 
dates so the software can detect new 
viruses, scams, and other threats. 

3 Perform backups. Even if you have 
been vigilant about perform- 
ing routine maintenance, you'll 
likely experience a computer crash at 
some point. Whether it's a problem 
with your operating system or a burned- 
out hardware component, unless you 
have backed up the information, you 
may not be able to retrieve it — ever. 
Avoid this headache by scheduling reg- 
ular backups. Once you've backed up 
your files and/or hard drive to an ex- 
ternal drive, copy important files to a 
DVD and further secure your important 
data by storing it at an offsite location. 

4 Consult an expert. If you have a 
computer problem you can't fix, 
find help. Clicking through error 
messages or putting up with slow pro- 
cessing speeds is annoying and can be a 
sign of a larger problem. Before you 
lose your valuable time and data, get a 
professional to straighten things out. 



There are many options, including Best 
Buy's Geek Squad (www.bestbuy.com 
/geeksquad). This 24-hour technology 
support task force offers carry-in, phone, 
and onsite support. The squad also makes 
house calls. 



5 



Budget for extras. Shopping for 
new computers these days is 
pretty tempting. It's easy to find 
a system for around $500, but don't let 
that low number fool you. Remember 
that owning a computer comes with 
some additional expenses. For starters, 
some computers at the sub-$500 price 
point don't include a monitor, so you'll 
need to remember to include one in 
your budget. Also, If you don't already 
have a printer or USB cable for your 
printer, you'll need to include this, too. 
Another thing to consider is your 
monthly ISP fee, and looking into 
whether you'll have to pay for a high- 
speed modem and installation or if 
they're included. Other extras could in- 
clude productivity software such as 
Microsoft Office (you won't get this 
with a sub-$500 PC, either), security 
software subscription fees, printer ink 
and paper, and a digital camera. E3 

by Jennie Schlueter 
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Shopping for a computer can be 
intimidating, especially with 
all of the complex terminology. 
Here we explain some common 
computer jargon. 

Bluetooth — A short-range wireless stan- 
dard that connects devices, such as 
computers, printers, PDAs, and digital 
cameras. It allows these devices and their 
users to communicate with one another. 

broadband— Network connections that 
transmit high-speed Internet access. 
Cable companies can offer network 
speeds up to 8 to 11Mbps (megabits per 
second), whereas phone companies offer 
DSL (Digital Subscriber Line), which can 
support maximum speeds of 3 to 5Mbps. 
And, although not widely available, some 
power companies are exploring the possi- 
bility of offering high-speed Internet ac- 
cess to their customers, as well. 

CRT — An old analog display technology 
for TVs and computer monitors. It fea- 
tures an electron gun illuminating phos- 
phor dots that line the inside of a glass 
tube. When the phosphors are lit, they 
display on-screen images. CRTs consume 
a great deal of power and are heavy and 
bulky. Although many CRTs support dig- 
ital signals, they degrade when converted 
to analog. 

dual-core processor— This integrated 
circuit, which controls the computer, 



Glossary Of 
Computing Terms 




features two processors, each with its 
own cache, on a single die or chassis. In 
a dual-core configuration, the operating 
system has two processors to handle in- 
structions, speeding up the computer 
and its ability to multitask. 

Ethernet— A widely used LAN protocol 
in which computers and networks are 
physically linked. 

firewall — Hardware or software that 
limits access by a network or another 
outside source to your computer; it also 
may limit your computer's access to the 
network. These security measures are 
designed to protect your computer from 
outsiders who'd like to exploit it in some 
way. By the same token, firewalls may 
prevent infected files on your computer 
from accessing the larger network and 
spreading the problem to other users. 

LAN — A group of computers that are 
physically connected by wires so they 
can communicate with one another and 
share information. 

LCD — This digital display technology 
sandwiches liquid crystals between thin 
sheets of glass. The crystals twist and 
untwist to allow and block light from a 
backlight, forming the images you see. 
LCDs are thinner, lighter, and consume 
less power than CRTs. Initially used 
mostly in notebook PCs, you'll now find 
LCD TVs and computer monitors, as 



well as LCDs on digital cameras, cell 
phones, portable DVD players, and PDAs, 
among others. 

office suite — Productivity software, such 
as Microsoft Office, StarOffice, and 
Open Office, that often includes word 
processing, spreadsheet, presentation, 
database, and financial components. 

operating system— The software, such 
as Windows XP, Windows Vista, or Mac 
OS X, that controls a computer and its 
peripherals and serves as the primary in- 
terface for the users. 

processor — Also known as a micro- 
processor or the CPU (central process- 
ing unit), this integrated circuit controls 
the computer. 

RAM — Random-access memory is a stan- 
dard type of memory that's read from 
and written to by the CPU and hardware. 

upgradeable— This term refers to the 
ability to add or swap out hardware to 
boost a computer's performance, in- 
crease its speed, or replace a defective 
or obsolete device or component. For 
instance, you may add more memory; 
replace an old CRT with a widescreen 
LCD; or swap out an older graphics card 
for a newer one that features an ATSC 
TV tuner so you can watch digital TV 
on your computer. Look for a computer 
with expansion slots or empty bays. 
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Which Notebook Computer Is Best For You? 



A 



notebook computer is a pretty big purchase for most people, and it's usually a bit overwhelming, too. This chart com- 
pares the features and specs from several models available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com) and recommends models 
based on certain lifestyles. 



What It Is 



What It Means 



Compaq Presario 
C714NR 



Gateway P-6822 



HP Pavilion 
HDX9010NR 



Operating system 



Processor 



Hard drive size 



Optical drives 



RAM 



Screen size 



Media card reader 



The software (usually Win- 
dows or Mac OS X) that 
controls your computer 

The chip that controls the 
computer (in general, the 
bigger the number, the better) 

How much information the 
computer can hold 

Drives that can read and 
write discs such as CD-Rs, 
DVD-RWs,orHDDVDs 

Memory that is read from and 
written to by the processor and 
hardware; the more, the better 

The diagonal measurement 
of the notebook's screen 

A slot that lets you use 
media cards without a 
separate peripheral 

Coolest feature 



Perfect for 



MSRP 



Windows Vista 
Home Premium 



1.46GHz Intel 
Pentium Dual- 
Core T23 10 



120GB 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 

1GBDDR2 



15.4 inches 



No 



Three USB 2.0 
ports for fast 
media transfers 

College students 
who want to 
work and play 

$599.99 




Windows Vista 
Home Premium 



1.5GHz Intel Core 
2 Duo Mobile 
T5250 



8532885 



250GB 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/ 

CD-RW 

1GBPC2-5300 
DDR2 



17 inches 



Yes 



Built-in 1.3MP 
Web cam 



Multitaskers who 
need a lot of 
space for projects 

$949.99 




Windows Vista 
Ultimate 



2.2GHz Intel 
Centrino Core 2 
Duo Mobile T7500 



8538228 



240GB 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/CD-RW 
with LightScribe 

2GB PC 6400 
DDR2 



20.1 inches 



Yes 



Integrated PVR 
(personal video 
recorder) 

Watching TV and 
movies on your 
laptop 

$2,999.99 




8477141 
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SonyVAlO 
VGN-AR630E 


SonyVAlO 
VGN-SZ650N/C 


Toshiba Satellite 
U305-S7446 


Apple MacBook 
MB062LL/A 


AsusGISOOl 




Windows Vista 
Home Premium 


Windows Vista 
Business 


Windows Vista 
Home Premium 


Mac OS X 10.4 Tiger 


Windows Vista 
Home Premium 



2GHz Intel Core 2 
Duo Mobile T7250 



320GB 



Double-layer 

DVD±RW/BD/CD- 

RW 

2GB PC2-5300 DDR2 
SDRAM 



17 inches 



Yes 



BD-ROM drive for 
Blu-ray Disc video 
playback 

Those who want a 
powerful and cutting- 
edge notebook 

$1,699.99 




8548976 



2.2GHz Intel Core 2 
Duo Mobile 



160GB 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/CD-RW 



2GB PC2-5300 DDR2 



13.3 inches 



Yes 



Its weight; at 4 
pounds, it's highly 
mobile 

Users who like to stay 
connected to family 
and friends 

$1,949.99 




8450259 



1.5GHz Intel Core 2 
Duo Mobile T5250 



160GB 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/CD-RW 



1GBPC2-5300DDR2 
SDRAM 



13.3 inches 



Yes 



DVD recorder with 
double-layer support 



Users who like to 
play with various 
media 

$899.99 




8552853 



2.16GHz Intel Core 2 
Duo Mobile 



120GB 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/CD-RW 



1GBPC2-5300DDR2 
SDRAM 



13.3 inches 



No 



Loaded with software 



Mobile users who 
appreciate wireless 
connectivity 

$1,299 




8376125 



2GHz Intel Core 2 
Duo Mobile 



160GB 



SuperMuIti DVD± 
RW/CD-RW with 
LightScribe support 

2GB PC2-5300 DDR2 
SDRAM 



15.4 inches 



Yes 



Nvidia GeForce Go 
8600MGT graphics 
card 

Gamers who also 
want mobility 



$1,749.99 




8397594 
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Which Desktop PC Is Right For You? 



W 



hen you shop for a desktop PC, you'll see lots of similar deals. The comparison chart below shows how subtle— yet im- 
portant—the differences can be. If you can't find one of these on Best Buy's Web site (www.bestbuy.com), visit or call 
your local Best Buy store, and it should be available there. 



What It Is 


What It Means 


Acer Aspire 
AM5630-U5202A 


Apple Mac mini 


SonyVAlO 
VGC-LS30E 


Processor 


The chip that controls the 
computer (in general, the 
bigger the number, the better) 


Intel Core 2 Duo 
Desktop 2.2GHz 


Intel Core 2 Duo 
2GHz 


Intel Pentium Dual 
Core T2080 1.73GHz 


Hard drive size 


How much information 
the computer can hold 


500GB 


120GB 


250GB 


RAM 


The memory a computer 
uses to run all PC applications 


3GB 


1GB 


2GB 


Optical drives 


Drives that can read and 
write discs such as CD-Rs, 
DVD-RWs,orHDDVDs 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/CD-RW 


Slot-loading combo 
DVD-ROM/CD-RW 
drive 


Double-layer 
DVD±RW/CD-RW 


Operating system 


The software (usually Win- 
dows or Mac OS X) that 
controls your computer 


Windows Vista Home 
Premium 


Mac OS X 10.4 Tiger 


Windows Vista 
Home Premium 


Loaded software 


Preinstalled applications 
for performing specific 
tasks 


MS Works 8.5, Money 
2006, CyberLink Pow- 
erDVD, and more 


iLife '06, iWork, MS 
Office 2004 for Mac 
Test Drive, and more 


Microsoft Works 8.5, 
Sony Click To DVD, 
and more 


Graphics card 


Controls the quality of 
your video and images 


ATI Radeon HD 2400 


Intel Graphics Media 
Accelerator 950 


Nvidia GeForce GO 
7400 GT 


Ports 


Sockets that give your 
computer access to 
different peripherals 


6 USB 2.0 (2 front, 4 
rear); 1 FireWire; 1 
parallel; 1 HDMI 


4 USB 2.0; 1 FireWire 


4 USB 2.0; 
1 FireWire 


Best for 


Managing and storing 
multimedia 


Style-conscious users 
who like power 


Watching and 
recording live TV 


Coolest feature 


Plenty of RAM for 
multitasking power 


The amazing array 
of software 


TV tuner and 19-inch 
widescreen display 


Best Buy price (before any rebate) 


$749.99 


$799 


$1,499.99 




8532616 


i i 


m 




I I 






8480315 


8355745 



66 December 2007 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



Velocity Micro 
E2045 



Gateway 
GT5620 



Gateway 
GM5632E 



HP Pavilion Elite 
m9040n 



HP Pavilion 
Slimline s3220n 



AMD Athlon 64 X2 
dual-core 2.33GHz 



400GB 



2GB 



Double-layer 
DVD± RW/CD-RW 



Windows Vista 
Home Premium 



Adobe Acrobat 
Reader 8.0, Ahead 
Nero Burning Suite 

Nvidia GeForce 
8600 GT 

6 USB; 1 parallel; 2 
FireWire; 1 S-Video; 
2DVI 

Budget-conscious 
gamers 

Expansion slots for 
future growth 

$1,399.99 




Intel Premium dual- 
core E21 40 1.6GHz 



320GB 



2GB 



Double-layer 
DVD± RW/CD-RW 



Windows Vista 
Home Premium 



MS Works 8.5, Money 
2006, Gateway BigFix, 
and more 

Intel Graphics Media 
Accelerator 950 

6 USB (2 front, 2 
rear); 1 serial; 1 
parallel 

Multimedia lovers 
on a budget 

15-in-1 memory card 
reader in front panel 

$529.99 




Intel Core 2 Quad 
Q6600 2.4GHz 



1TB 



3GB 



Double-layer 
DVD± RW/CD-RW 



Windows Vista 
Home Premium 



Microsoft Works 8.5, 
CyberLink Power2Go, 
Adobe Acrobat Reader 

Nvidia GeForce 
8500 GT 

8 USB (2 front, 6 
rear); 2 FireWire (1 
front, 1 rear) 

Users who need plenty 
of hard drive space 

3GB RAM expand- 
able to 8GB 

$1,299.99 




8493819 



8540251 



_ 



8551621 



Intel Core 2 Quad 
Q6600 2.4GHz 



640GB 



3GB PC2 5300 DDR2 
SDRAM 

SuperMuIti 
DVD±RW/CD-RW 
with LightScribe 

Windows Vista 
Home Premium 



MS Works 8, muvee 
autoProducer, Roxio 
Creator, and more 

Nvidia GeForce 8400 
GS 

6 USB; 2 FireWire; 1 
S-Video; 1 HDMI; 1 
DVI; 1 TV-out 

Users who want ex- 
pandable options 

Built-in 802.1 1b/g an- 
tenna for networking 

$1,154.99 




AMD Athlon 64 
X2 dual-core 
2.6GHz 

400GB 



2GB 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/CD-RW 



Windows Vista 
Home Premium 






MS Works 8, Adobe 
Reader 7, Roxio Cre- 
ator, and more 

Nvidia GeForce 
6150SE 

5 USB; 1 FireWire 



Budget-conscious 
buyers 

Its small, compact 
design 

$664.99 




8542179 



8539218 
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Holiday Gifts For The 

Wireless Lover 

The Ones They'll Remember This Year 



he holidays are here again, and that means two things: New products are filling store shelves, and gifts need to be purchased. 
Check out our guide to great gifts for the wireless lover on your list. by Seth Colaner 




These days, there are so many digital 
music players out there that there is one 
to fit anybody's lifestyle. 

My First MP3 Player 

Keep it simple with the SanDisk Sansa 
Shaker ($49.99; www.sandisk.com). This 
little fella is tiny at 
1.6 x 1.6 x 2.8 inches 
(HxWxD) and weighs 
about as much as a 
large snowflake, but it 
packs 1GB of mem- 
ory in its diminutive 
frame. That portability 
combined with plenty 
of storage makes it 
perfect for runners 
and other exercise 
warriors. To change 
tracks, you can either shake it or twist 
the controller bands. The intuitive and 
simple controls — play, pause, change 
tracks, and volume — make the Sansa 
Shaker a nice first MP3 player for a 
younger child or an older, technologi- 
cally-averse adult. 




SanDisk 
Sansa Shaker 



To Hop, Skip & Jump 

In the past, the iPod nano 
(www.apple.com) was the 
ideal digital music player for 
runners, fitness walkers, and 
general exercisers, as well as 
anyone who wanted an iPod 
for less money. The new iPod 
nano, part of Apple's latest 

line of players, is still all of 

those things, but it has a 
whole new dimension: video. Available 
in 4GB ($149) or 8GB ($199), the nano 
holds 1,000 or 2,000 songs, respectively. 
With a 2-inch, crystal-clear color display, 
you can watch up to eight hours of 
stored video on the 8GB model. The im- 
pressive new video feature makes the 
nano perfect not only for folks who work 
out but also anyone commuting via 
plane or train. 

The Globetrotter 

Just as slim and portable as the iPod 
nano, the new SanDisk Sansa View also 
features video on a 2.4-inch screen in 




iPod nano 



addition to its audio capa- 
bilities. It distinguishes it- 
self, however, by coming in 
larger 8GB and 16GB capac- 
ities ($149.99 and $199.99; 
www.sandisk.com) than the 
nano's 4GB and 8GB ver- 
sions, and it has a digital 
FM tuner with 20 presets 
(something else you won't 
find on any of the iPod 
music players). You can 
boost the View's space to 24GB with a 
microSD/microSDHC card, and it's all 
available in a slim package about the 
width of a Hershey's chocolate bar. 
While you're traveling the world, enter- 
tain yourself with 
your library of 24 
full-length movies 
or 4,000 songs; all 
of this before you 
even factor in the 
8GB microSD card. 




SanDisk Sansa View 
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iPod touch 



For The Multi- 
media Junkie 

The most recent i- 
Pod, the touch, ups 
the ante for other 
multimedia players. 
Available with 8GB 
($299) or 16GB ($399), the touch holds 
up to 1,750 or 3,500 songs and 10 or 20 
hours of video. The exciting new touch- 
screen (a la the iPhone) is, at 3.5 inches, 
gargantuan for such a small player and 
provides a refreshingly bright, intuitive 
viewing experience. What is most pow- 
erful about the iPod touch, however, is 
that you can browse the Internet with 
the built-in Wi-Fi (802.1 1b/g). By com- 
bining the touchscreen functionality of 



the iPhone, the music and video capabili- 
ties of the iPod, and, of course, the iPod 



chic, the new touch is an impressive mul- 
timedia device. 



Accessories 



Stock up on accessories for that new 
MP3 player. Try a set of cool H20 
Audio Sport Headphones ($29.99; 
www.h2oaudio.com) to go with 
nearly any player with a 3.5mm audio 
jack. For a runner, the Belkin Sport 




H20 Audio Sport 
Headphones 




Armband Case for iPod nano ($24.99; 
www.belkin.com) is indispensable; for 
anyone else, the Case Logic Form- 
Fitting Pocket ($9.99; www.caselogic 
.com) will be a valuable tool. • 



Belkin Sport 
Armband Case 





Your cell phone can be a useful tool, a 
fashion accessory, or a portable enter- 
tainment center. Here are a few to fit 
your unique lifestyle. 

My First Cell Phone 

You're never too young or too old to get 
into technology; the Motorola W315 
($149.99; www.motorola.com) is a great 
first cell phone for anyone. Simply a basic 
cell phone in an attractive, flip-style 
package, the W315 can also 
send and receive text messages 
and has a speakerphone option 
and a lovely color display. This 
phone is perfect for anyone 
who just needs an uncompli- 
cated phone. 



For The Music Junkie 

The Sony Ericsson W580i 
Walkman ($199.99; www.sony 
ericsson.com) is a powerful, Motorola W3 15 




feature-heavy phone for 
the music lover. In addi- 
tion to playing MP3s, it 
can stream audio with 
its Bluetooth capability. 
Some of the other stellar 
features include Shake 
Control, which lets you 
change the song track by 
giving the phone a little 
shake; FM stereo; and a 2MP camera for 
pictures or video. Purely and simply, this 
Walkman phone rocks. 



The Professional 

The Palm Treo 700p ($549.99; 
www.palm.com) is loaded 
with top-of-the-line features 
for the busy professional in 
your life. In addition to its 
Bluetooth capabilities, a 1.3MP 
camera, streaming media sup- 
port, and an MP3 player, the 
Treo 700p runs Palm OS 5.4, 




which lets your dedi- 
cated pro sync her e- 
mail with Outlook and 
other email clients; view 
and edit Word, Excel, 
and PowerPoint docu- 
ments; view attach- 
ments in any of those 
file formats; and read 
PDF files, so she can 
view and edit documents without 
having to make a spe- 
cial trip to the office. 

I Want All Of The 
Fun Stuff 




Get all the multimedia 
goodies with the Sam- 
sung Upstage M620 
($299.99; www.samsung 
.com). Stream television 
or music on demand 
over Bluetooth, take 
pictures with the 2MP camera that 



Palm Treo 
700p 
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doubles as a camcorder, or print photos 
wirelessly to a PictBridge-enabled printer. 
The phone also lets you expand its 
memory with up to two 
more gigabytes. And, fi- 
nally, the Upstage is an at- 
tractive phone, which is 
always a plus. 



Samsung Upstage M620 




Accessories 



Make your cell phone package com- 
plete with some nice accessories. A 
portable charger is an excellent addition 
to your wireless arsenal; check out En- 
ergizer's Energi To Go chargers ($14.99 
to $19.99; www.energizer.com/energi 
togo). The company makes a charger 
for virtually all major brands, so you'll 



likely find one that is compatible with 
your phone. The Motorola Wireless 
Headset ($59.99; www.motorola.com) 
will be a hands-free blessing to any 
Bluetooth-enabled phone. Keep that 
phone protected with a Dynex Uni- 
versal cell phone case ($26.99; www 
.dynexproducts.com). • 





Griffin 
Streamline 
Arm Band 
for the iPod 



Thinking of what to get for all your 
loved ones? Think about giving some 
wireless accessories. 

Dad 

If your dad is notoriously hard to shop 
for, you shouldn't go wrong with elec- 
tronics accessories. If he has an iPod nano 
and likes to work out, he'll appreciate the 
Griffin Streamline Arm Band for the iPod 
nano ($25.69; www.griffintechnology 
.com) or perhaps a hands-free bike 



iHome iH8 




helmet, such as the BlueAnt Bluetooth 
Cycling Helmet Headset ($189.99; www 
.blueantwireless.com), for his cell phone. 
For a slightly more sedentary dad, you 
might try an MP3 player dock such as the 
Altec Lansing inMotion 
iM510 Portable Speak- 
ers ($99.95; www.altec 
lansing.com). 

Mom 

Busy moms in all walks 
of life could use an extra 
set of hands. Help her 
out with a Motorola 
H500 Wireless Headset ($69.99; www 
.motorola.com) for her cell phone. Or if 
she loves her nano, get her a nice case for 
it such as the H20 Audio Outdoor Series 
Case for the 1G or 2G iPod nano 
($39.99; www.h2oaudio.com). 
She may also appreciate a dock 
so she can hear her tunes as she 
moves from room to room; take 
a look at the iHome iH8 clock 
radio dock ($99.99; www.ihome 
audio.com). 



College Student 

What college kid doesn't like 
free music? Hook your studious 




Altec Lansing inMotion iM510 
Portable Speakers 



someone up with an iTunes gift card 
($15, $25, or $50). And give your son or 
daughter something to load all those 
songs onto with a small but spacious 
AAP3 player such as the iPod shuffle ($79; 
www.apple.com). 

Friend 

Remembering your de- 
serving friends at the 
holidays can get a little 
pricey; an inexpensive 
gift they'll appreciate is 
the Handstands iSticky 
Dashboard Device Hold- 
er ($6.49; www.handstands.com). This 
nifty pad will keep cell phones, MP3 
players, and other miscellaneous items 
from sliding off of the dashboard. Or you 
know you can't go wrong giving your 
friends the gift of 
m ^ i music with iTunes 

gift cards, which, 
as mentioned, are 
available in incre- 
ments of $15, $25, 
or $50. • 




H20 Audio 
Outdoor Series 
Case 
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Pods, Explained 

Meet The New Family Of iPods 



A 



pple has unveiled its newest iterations of the iPod family. Check out our guide to see what has changed, what has remained 
the same, and what you can't wait to get your hands on. \H 



by Seth Colaner 

iPod shuffle 

Price: $79 

Capacity: 1GB 

Memory type: USB flash 
drive 

Songs: Up to 240 




Colors: Classic silver, aqua, sea-foam green, lavender, 
and red 

Coolest features: Tiny, inexpensive, convenient clip 



Perfect for: This little guy is great for students on 
budget or avid exercisers 



iPod touch 

Price: $299 (8GB); $399 (16GB) 
Capacity: 8GB or 16GB 
Memory type: USB flash drive 



Songs: Up to 1,750 (8GB) or 3,500 
(160GB) 

Colors: Black 




Coolest features: Touchscreen, wireless connectivity, video 
(3.5-inch display) 



Perfect for. The new kid on the block is great for people who 
want Internet access, audio, and video and want it with style 



iPod classic 

Price: $249 (80GB); $349 (160GB) 

Capacity. 80GB or 160GB 

Memory type: USB hard drive 

Songs: Up to 20,000 (80GB) or 
40,000 (160GB) 

Colors: Classic silver or black 



Coolest features: Newer, thinner, and sleeker than its 
predecessor 



Perfect for: This iPod is for people who want it all— music, 
video, and tons of space 





iPod nano 

Price: $149 (4GB); $199 (8GB) 

Capacity: 4GB or 8GB 

Memory type: USB flash drive 

Songs: Up to 1,000 (4GB) or 2,000 
(8GB) 



Colors: Classic silver (4GB); Classic silver, aqua, sea-foam 
green, black, and red 

Coolest features: Video on a 2-inch screen 



Perfect for: The new nano is a good choice for runners or 
budget-minded music and video fans 
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Wireless Shopping Tips 

Music Service Plans For Your MP3 Player 



by Blaine Flamig 



ack in the day, getting the latest from the Stones or Springsteen 
meant trekking to a record store and buying a CD. Today, online 
music services, such as Best Buy Digital Music Store (www.best 
buy.com), make it possible to get new music you can listen to im- 
mediately on a computer or transfer to an MP3 player. Here are tips for choos- 
ing an online music service. 



All music services offer the same 
commodity: downloadable music. 
Not all services do this the same 
way, though. Napster's (www.napster 
.com) primary approach, for exam- 
ple, involves paying a monthly fee to 
"rent" songs from its catalog. Keep 
the subscription active and the songs 
remain playable. Let the subscription 
expire and the songs disappear. Con- 
versely, Apple's iTunes (www.itunes 
.com) only offers music for purchas- 
ing outright. Fortunately, most ser- 
vices offer trial periods, so explore 
various subscription- and purchase- 
based methods before deciding 
which is best for you. 

Music services such as iTunes and 
Rhapsody (www.rhapsody.com) cite 
catalogs of millions of songs, which 
they acquire primarily via licensing 
agreements with the four major 
record labels: Sony BMG Music En- 
tertainment, Universal Music Group, 
EMI Group, and Warner Music 
Group. Although this covers much 
musical ground, the service you're 
eyeing may not have rights to sell 
your favorite band's songs. You won't 
find songs from Radiohead or The 
Beatles at iTunes, for example. Addi- 
tionally, though a service may sell a 
band's music, you may be required to 
buy an entire album rather than indi- 
vidual tracks. 



Just as every service doesn't carry 
every band, every service doesn't 
support every MP3 player. The best 
example of this is the iPod, which is 
the only player that supports the 
proprietary DRM (digital rights 
management) technology Apple 
uses to protect songs it sells at 
iTunes. Conversely, the DRM-pro- 
tected WMA files that Yahoo! Un- 
limited Music (www.music.yahoo 
.com) sells won't play on iPods. A 
few services, such as emusic (www 
.emusic.com) and Amazon MP3 
(www.amazon.com), sell DRM-free 
MP3s that will play on any MP3- 
compatible player, including iPods. 
Several services, including iTunes 
and Rhapsody, sell protected and 
unprotected songs, though unpro- 
tected tracks can cost more. 

Even if you buy music from a music 
service, there may be restrictions on 
what you can do with it, so check 
the fine print. Rhapsody and iTunes, 
for example, limit buyers to playing 
purchased tracks on up to five com- 
puters. Additionally, iTunes only lets 
buyers burn purchased songs that 
are part of a playlist up to seven 
times. iTunes Plus songs (DRM-free) 
have no such limitations. At Nap- 
ster, you can access songs on up to 
three computers but burn individ- 
ual tracks as often as you like. 



D What does the service 
offer? 

D Subscription plans to rent but not own 

songs 

n Purchase songs only 

□ Subscription plans and member dis- 
counts (10 to 20%) on buying songs 

□ Jukebox/media manager software 



D What does the service's 
subscription plan let you do? 

□ Stream songs online on-demand 

□ Share music with others 

□ Transfer music to a portable player 

□ Buy songs at discounted price 



D What types of files does 
the service sell? 

□ DRM-protected WMA files only 
CI DRM-protected AAC files only 

□ DRM-free files only 

□ DRM-protected and DRM-free files 



D What restrictions does 
the service place on pur- 
chased tracks? 

□ Limited number of computers you can 
play music on 

□ Limited number of CDs you can burn 
songs to 

□ Transfer songs to only specific music 
players 






Ji 
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MP3 Players 

5 Must- Have Accessories 



Nailing down a list of must-have accessories for an MP3 player is tricky. Just 
because an iPod dock for the kitchen tops your list, for example, doesn't 
mean it even cracks an avid jogger's Top 5. Ultimately, though, five general 
categories stand out, although other notable accessories include extra batteries, 
cleaning kits, and Bluetooth adapters. 



1 . Headphones. 

A runner sometimes doesn't fare well 
with earbuds. They fall out due to the 
constant jostle of running, and this can 
become a burden for anyone hoping to 
get in a good workout. It's essential to 
match your earphones to your needs, or 
your experience will be diminished. A 
runner should opt for a headphone 
that's secure, and in this case, an in-the- 
ear earbud would be the ideal choice. 
Headphone styles are numerous and in- 
elude wired/wireless earbuds, which are 
perfect for people on the go (students, 
mass-transit users), and earcups, which 
can satisfy any audiophile's need to hear 
minute musical details. 

2. Speakers/docks. 

Whether you want to provide a festive 
soundtrack when you bake holiday treats 
or your kids tear through the gifts under 
the Christmas tree, there's no limit to 
where you can listen to your MP3 player. 
You needn't let the pair of headphones it 
came with constrain you, either; portable 
speakers and docks are perfect for letting 
the entire group listen to tunes in open 
areas. In addition, most speakers have a 
dock to recharge your player's battery. 
Check your MP3 player manufacturer's 
Web site for model numbers of available 
speakers and docks, and you'll likely be 
able to buy it at Best Buy. 



3. FM transmitter. 

If you're motoring about in a family van 
or Trans Am for leisure or work, MP3 
players can provide the music for that 
motion. To do so, you'll need an FM 
transmitter that can beam your MP3 
player's tunes over your car radio. 
Connect the transmitter to your player, 
select a designated frequency on the car 
radio dial, tune to that same frequency 
on your transmitter, and you are lis- 
tening to music, movies, podcasts, au- 
diobooks, etc. Transmitters range from 
basic (maybe offering three presets) to 
sophisticated models (providing remote 
controls and visual interfaces), making it 
easy to find one that suits your needs. 

4. Cases. 

You decided to treat yourself and buy a 
high-end MP3 player. Because you've al- 
ready spent so much, it's only right to as- 
sume that you have everything you need, 
right? Not quite. Although they're par- 
tially a vanity purchase, cases can pro- 
tect your player from scratches, bumps, 
water, physical drops, and mishaps that 
can otherwise shorten your player's life. 
No matter what type of MP3 player you 
own, it's wise to purchase a case to pro- 
tect it in different environments. Cases 
are relatively inexpensive (around $20 
and up) and can provide a little more in- 
surance against any accidents or normal 



wear and tear that can happen. Because 
not all cases will work with your player, 
check the MP3 player manufacturer's 
Web site or a retailer like Best Buy for 
ones that are compatible. 

5. Armbands. 

We all know that music is a huge exercise 
motivator. Although they're often over- 
looked, armbands can mean a difference 
between a workout you're proud of vs. 
one that's constantly interrupted by acci- 
dental drops and tugging, tangled cords. 
No matter your sport, an armband, such 
as Griffin's Tempo ($24.99; www.griffin 
technology.com), which fits around your 
bicep, generally offers the most stability 
and comfort. Otherwise, a basic lanyard is 
an inexpensive, yet effective, alternative 
for less strenuous workouts. B3 

by Blaine Flamig 
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MP3 Players 

Top 5 Things To Know 



inding the perfect dig- 
ital music player is all 
about asking the right 
questions. Here are 
the five most impor- 
tant things to keep in mind while 
shopping, along with the answers 
you'll want to hear before committing 
to a particular device. 




l 



Memory capacity. 



The capacities listed for most AAP3 
players are based on low-quality audio 
recordings, which result in small file 
sizes. Songs recorded at a higher 
quality, which is probably what you'll 
prefer and be listening to most often, 
will take up more space, so you'll fit 
fewer songs on your player. For ex- 
ample, a player can store three times 
as many songs recorded at 64Kbps as 
those at 192Kbps, but the sound 
quality for the 192Kbps tracks is more 
than three times better than that of 
the 64Kbps tracks. 

Where storage is concerned, there 
are 8 bits in a byte, 1,024 bytes in 
a KB (kilobyte), 1,024KB in a MB 
(megabyte), and 1,024MB in a GB 
(gigabyte). If you record tracks at 
192Kbps, divide that number by eight 
to get 24KBps. There are 60 seconds in 
a minute, so that means your audio 
requires about 1,440KB (1.41MB) of 
storage per minute or about 84.5MB 
per hour. Therefore, each gigabyte of 
memory will hold about 12 hours of 
192Kbps audio. 



/- Type of memory. 

Hard drives offer relatively high storage 
capacities at a relatively inexpensive price, 
but they have a lot of moving parts that 
tend to break if you drop the device, 
which often ruins the player beyond re- 
pair. Flash memory (also called solid-state 
memory) is more expensive per mega- 
byte and gigabyte than hard drives, but 
because the memory uses no moving 
parts, it is more durable. Devices that use 
flash memory are terrific for running and 
exercising or other activities where you 
may shake or drop your player. 



O File format support. 

Just as digital photos and movies use a va- 
riety of file formats, so do digital audio 
files. You'll see MP3, AAC (Advanced 
Audio Coding), WMA (Windows Media 
Audio), and FLAC (Free Lossless Audio 
Codec), to name a few. If you have al- 
ready converted or downloaded a large 
amount of music in a particular format, 
make sure the player you want can 
handle it. If not, you can tailor your con- 
versions and downloads to match the ca- 
pabilities of the device. 



*4 File downloads. 

Due to DRM (digital rights management) 
schemes and other factors, to download 
most tracks from Apple's iTunes Store 
(www.itunes.com), you'll need an iPod. 
However, Apple does offer a select 




number of DRM-free tracks that will 
work with any MP3 player. Subscription- 
based services, such as Napster To Go 
(www.napster.com), let you download 
unlimited amounts of music, but they're 
only compatible with certain makes and 
models. On the other hand, Amazon 
MP3 (www.amazon.com) won't keep you 
guessing about what music will play on 
your MP3 player; its entire music cata- 
logue is DRM-free. 



O Battery life. 

Official battery life measurements are 
performed in a lab and, as a consequence, 
don't always match real-world perfor- 
mance. First, ask the salespeople if they 
have any experience with the battery life 
of a product you are considering. Then, 
be sure to ask how long the batteries 
should last if you listen at a reasonable 
volume level (loud music consumes more 
electricity because the headphones re- 
quire more power). Finally, you might 
also look for power-cutting options, such 
as the ability to turn off the screen's back- 
light and audio normalization (which 
tones down loud music). \H 

by Tracy Baker 



74 December 2007 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



wireless 



MP3 Player Glossary 



ho doesn't want an MP3 player? It can help you relax, provide mo- 
tivation, and keep you up-to-date on news. When you head to 
your local Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com) to snag one, make sure 
you have this glossary so you can choose the perfect model. 




AAC — Short for Advanced Audio Cod- 
ing, it is a competitor of the more pop- 
ular MP3 file format. 

Click Wheel — Apple's proprietary circular 
control on the front of the iPod. 

download — In terms of digital music, 
downloading is when you retrieve a 
song from an Internet site or another 
network connection and save it to your 
computer or music player. You'll down- 
load songs from music service Web sites 
such as iTunes, Napster, or Rhapsody. 

DRM — Digital rights management is a 
security mechanism for digital media. A 
common DRM scheme for digital music 
involves getting a license file to authorize 
playback of a free or purchased song. 

earbuds — Small, circular devices you put 
into your ears that serve the same func- 
tion as headphones. MP3 players come 
with their own earbuds, but you can, of 
course, purchase a separate pair that are 
more comfortable or of better quality. 

flash memory — Solid-state memory with 
no moving parts that is lightweight and 
small. In terms of MP3 players, a flash- 
based player is lighter and smaller than a 
hard drive-based player, and it also won't 
skip. Thus, flash-based players are pop- 
ular for use during exercising. However, 
the capacity of a flash drive isn't as large 
as a hard drive. 

FM tuner — In MP3 players, a built-in FM 
tuner lets you listen to local radio. 



hard drive — Storage in which rigid plat- 
ters are inside a fixed casing. In terms of 
MP3 players, a hard drive-based player 
is larger and heavier than a flash-based 
player. Because of the moving parts 
(the platters), hard drive-based players 
are also prone to skipping. However, 
the capacities are much larger than 
flash-drive capacities. 

iTunes — A digital media player appli- 
cation that loads onto your compu- 
ter and lets you play, organize, and 
download and purchase music, videos, 
podcasts, and television shows for a 
portable media player or computer. 

MP3 — Perhaps the most popular digital 
audio encoding format. It compresses 
audio to about one-twelfth the original 
size while still providing excellent sound. 
In general, a 1MB MP3 file will last about 
one minute. 

playlist — A queue of songs a user cre- 
ates to play on a computer, burn to a 
CD, or transfer to a digital audio player. 
The playlist includes only directions 
to the location of the songs, not the 
songs themselves. 

PlaysForSure — A popular Microsoft cer- 
tification that ensures portable devices, 
such as MP3 players, and media, such as 
digital music and videos, are compatible 
with each other. 

podcast — A downloadable episode 
that is similar to a radio program. 
A user can subscribe to a podcast for 




updated episodes, or she can download 
podcasts one at a time. A podcast is 
usually available in MP3 format. 

screen — The display on the front 
of a portable music player. A player's 
screen can either display in color or 
black and white. 

WMA — Windows Media Audio is a dig- 
ital audio format created by Microsoft 
to compete with the MP3 format. WMA 
files are smaller than MP3 files. 

widescreen — A screen with a 16:9 as- 
pect ratio. In terms of music players, the 
Microsoft Zune and the Creative Zen 
Vision W are two that have widescreens. 
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Which MP3 Player Is Best For You? 

j Pods are cool, sure, but you have other choices when it comes to listening to your tunes. This chart compares the most impor- 
I tant— and coolest— features from select MP3 players available at Best Buy (www.bestbuy.com). 

Hard Drive 



What It Is 



What It Means 



Apple 
iPod classic 



Archos 704 



Microsoft Zune 80GB 



Memory type 

Capacities 
Songs 

Video capability 

Colors 

FM tuner 
Music services supported 

Battery life 



Hard drive (moving parts, more 
capacity) or flash (no moving parts, 
lightweight, perfect for exercising) 

How much memory the player 
has (on models available at Best Buy) 

How many songs the player 
can hold 



Some MP3 players can play 
video, as well as music 

Several players offer a variety 
of color choices 

Lets you listen to radio stations 

Not all MP3 players can play 
songs from all music services 



How long the battery will last 
when playing music 

Perfect for 



Coolest feature 



MSRP 



Hard drive 



80GB; 160GB 



20,000; 40,000 

(based on 4 minutes per 
song at 128 Kbps AAC) 

Yes 



Black, silver 



No 

iTunes, Amazon 
MP3 



20 hours; 40 
hours (music) 

Those interested 
in a storage de- 
vice as much 
as a music player 

It's an iPod:Need 
we say more? 

$249; $349 




Hard drive 



80GB 



40,000 

(based on 4 minutes per 
song at 128Kbps WMA) 

Yes 



Silver 



No 

Rhapsody, Amazon 
MP3 



25 hours (music) 



Users who want to 
record programming 
from their televisions 



7-inch, high-resolu- 
tion touchscreen 

$399.99 




Hard drive 



80GB 



20,000 

(based on 4 minutes per 
song at 128Kbps WMA) 

Yes 



Black 



Yes 

Zune Marketplace, 
Amazon MP3 



30 hours (music) 



Users who enjoy 
sharing and discov- 
ering music 



Connect to your PC via 
your home network 

$249.99 




8500357 



500936 



8595978 
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Apple iPod nano 



Apple iPod touch 



Insignia Pilot 



Samsung P2 
(YP-P2JABY) 



SanDisk Sansa Clip 
(2GB) 



Flash 



4GB; 8GB 



1,000; 2,000 

(based on 4 minutes per 
song at 128Kbps AAC) 

Yes 



Silver (4GB); Black, 
silver, red, blue, green 

No 

iTunes, Amazon MP3 

24 hours 



Joggers; iPod lovers 
who aren't interested 
in carrying their entire 
library with them 

Diminutive size 



$149; $199 




Flash 



8GB; 16GB 



1,750; 3,500 

(based on 4 minutes per song 
at 64Kbps WMA) 

Yes 



Black 

No 

iTunes, Amazon MP3 

22 hours 



Users who want a 
chic-looking player 
that supports multiple 
A/V formats 

Its 3.5-inch touch- 
screen 

$299; $399 




Flash 



4GB; 8GB 



N/A 



Yes 



Black 



Yes 

Best Buy Digital Music 
Store, Rhapsody, iTunes, 
Amazon MP3 

25 hours 



Users who also want 
to listen to audible 
book downloads 
from Audible.com 

Built-in support for 
Bluetooth audio 

$139.99; $189.99 




Flash 



4GB 



N/A 



Yes 



Black, white, burgundy 



Yes 

Best Buy Digital Music 
Store, Rhapsody, Ama- 
zon MP3 

30 hours 



Audiophiles who 
want to listen to 
their music wirelessly 



Compatibility with var- 
ious music services 

$199.99 




Flash 



2GB 



1,000 

(based on 4-minute songs 
at 128Kbps WMA) 

No 



Black, red, pink, blue 



Yes 

Best Buy Digital Music 
Store, Napster, Rhap- 
sody, Amazon MP3 

64 hours (WMA) 



Someone who wants a 
player that doesn't re- 
quire an accessory to 
wear on the go 

Its small LCD lets you pick 
and choose your tunes 

$59.99 




8500534 



8500393 



8452863 



8571379 



8553834 
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Which GPS Device Is Right For You? 

One of the hottest CE devices around right now is a GPS device, and what a useful device it is, too: No more messing with paper maps or scrib- 
bled, handwritten directions when you're trying to navigate from your Aunt Susan's Christmas dinner to your friend Jane's for dessert. Here, we 
compare some of the hottest models available on today's market. All of these units come with maps already loaded, and you can purchase additional 
maps, as well. 



What It Is 


What It Means 


Magellan Maestro 
4040 


Garmin StreetPilot 
C340 


Garmin nuvi 350 


Screen size 


The diagonal measurement 
of the screen 


4.3 inches 


3.5 inches 


3.5 inches 



Dimensions 



Text-to-speech capability 



Battery life 



WAAS (Wide Area 
Augmentation System) 
enabled 

Built-in Bluetooth 



Included adapters for 
charging your device 



Height x width x depth 



Lets the unit call out specific 
street names 

How long the battery lasts 



A system of satellites and ground 
stations that gives exceptional 
accuracy in some GPS devices 

Lets you communicate wirelessly 
with other Bluetooth devices 

An AC adapter plugs into the 
wall; a DC adapter plugs into 
your car's cigarette lighter 

Coolest feature 



MSRP 



3.75x5x0.9 



Yes 



Up to 3 hours 



Yes 



Yes 



AC adapter, DC 
adapter 



Audio is clear and 
volume control is 
excellent 



$449.99 




8308636 



3.2x4.4x2.8 



Yes 



Up to 8 hours 



Yes 



No 



DC adapter 



Built-in suction 
cup mounting 
system provides 
easy adjustment 
and quick release 

$374.99 




3x4x1 



Yes 



Up to 8 hours 



Yes 



7602864 



No 



AC adapter, DC 
adapter 



Route calculator 
finds the most effi- 
cient route be- 
tween multiple 
destinations 

$535.70 




7555754 
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TomTom ONE 


Garmin niivi 200 


Garmin niivi 680 


Mio Digi Walker 
C720t 


TomTom GO 720 




3.5 inches 


3.5 inches 


4.3 inches 


3.5 inches 


4.3 inches 



3.25x3.75x1 



No 



Up to 2 hours 



No 



2.8x3.8x0.8 



No 



Up to 5 hours 



No 



2.9x4.9x0.9 



Yes 



Up to 7 hours 



Yes 



3.2x5x0.8 



Yes 



Up to 4.5 hours 



N/A 



3.3x4.6x0.9 



Yes 



Up to 5 hours 



No 



Yes 



DC adapter 



Low price 



$239.99 
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7956508 



No 



DC adapter 



Garmin Lock antitheft 
feature disables the unit 
until you type in your 4- 
digit PIN or take the unit 
to a certain location 

$321.41 




8286516 



Yes 



AC adapter, DC 
adapter 



Built-in FM transmitter 
lets you listen to play- 
lists, phone calls, and 
audio books through 
your car's stereo system 

$964.27 




8230746 



Yes 



AC adapter, DC 
adapter 



2MP digital camera; 
you can embed GPS 
coordinates into the 
images, too 



$599.95 




N/A 



Yes 



DC adapter 



Help Me! menu gives 
direct access to nu- 
merous safety and in- 
formation options 



$499 
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8400198 
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Oregon Scientific 
Superman Laptop 
Advance 

$39.99 



If you're one of the many 
last-minute holiday shoppers, you 
might not know what makes the 
perfect gift for the youngster in your 
life. Here are some fun, 
age-appropriate gifts 
from Best Buy (www 
.bestbuy.com) to help 
you get started. 






Crane Adorable 

Humidifiers 

1 -Gallon Humidifier 



i 



i 



Age 

3 to 6 






VTech V.Smile 
Pocket 



$79.99 




Disney Electronics 
Pirates of the 
Caribbean 13" TV 



Mattel Tyco R/C 
Air Blade Hovercraft 



$109.99 $79.99 



Age 

7 to 10 



High School Musical: 
The Concert (DVD) 

aa Disney Electronics 

• c^cX Max Jam Stand 

$39.99 
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Nintendo DS Lite 

$129.99 



Ion Electronic 
Drum Machine 



$99.99 



Age 

11 to 14 




Kodak EasyShare C5 1 3 

$89 . 99 



Radica 20Q 

$12.99 




Virgin Mobile Cyclops 
Pay-As-You-Go Cell Phone 



$59.99 



LeapFrog FLY Fusion 
Pentop Computer 

$79.99 




Age 

1 5 to 18 



Microsoft Halo 3 
Special Edition Xbox 
360 Console 

$399.99 



m 



Apple iPod nano 
8GB MP3 Player 

$199.99 




Live Life Loud 



TM 





TM 



iHome 



Rock and roll out of bed with your iH8 iPod® alarm 
clock radio. From your first stretch to your last yawn, 
groove to your favorite tunes. Your iPod® powers up 
on the one-size-fits all charging dock, while the clear 
Reson8™ speakers take your music to a higher level. 
Sounds like another beautiful day. 

H)j) The world's #i producer oP 
clock radios Por the iPod 

Check out the entire Line at uuuuuj.ihomeQudio.com 



Made for 

iPod 



Available at: 



IwSFrl www.besbbuy.com 



iHome and its products are trademarks of SDI Tech no fogies, Inc. iPod® is a trademark of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and other countries. 



